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suspend the habeas corpus is not, in time of civil 
war, in the Executive; and secondly, | want them 
to consider whether now is the day and now 1s 
the hour to make this inquiry in reference to what 
has been done heretofore towards the suppression 
of this rebellion. . 
Mr. BROWNING. Mr. President, this dis- 
cussion is the same, I think, substantially, that 
was forced upon us at the last session by the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky who went from his seat in 
the Senate to join the rebel army, and make his 


efforts there more efficient toward the overthrow of | 
the Government than he had succeeded in making | 
them here. If that Senator were here now, I have 


no doubt he would advocate the passage of this 


resolution, and that he would return his thanks | 


to the mover of it; and, sir, I entertain nodoubt, 
without intending the least reflection upon g 

tlemen whoadvocate the passage of the resolution, 
that its passage would be the occasion of universal 


rejoicing with every traitor heart in the land. I 


know, sir, that the mover of the resolution is 


actuated by no hostility to the Administration. I 
know there is not a Senator here whose heart is 


more fully, entirely, and singly with the Admin- | 


istration mm the support of all its measures for the 
suppression of this rebellion than his is; but I 
cannot give my support to the resolution, for two 
reasons, at least, if there were no others. 

In the first place, I regard the time at which the 
inquiry is proposed as the most inopportune that 


could possibly have been selected. At a time | 
when the energies of every department of the Gov- 


ernment are taxed to their utmost capacities and 


powers of endurance to meet and put down a for- 


midable rebellion, threatening the very overthrow 
of the Government, and at a time when we are 
probably on the very verge of a rupture with one 
of the most powerful nations of the earth, whose 
power is to be united with that of the rebels in 


the fierce struggle with us, I think it would be far | 


better for us to expend our time and our energies 


in devising the means for the successful prosecu- | 


tion of the war, and the suppression of the rebel- 
lion, than to waste it in what will have the appear- 
anee, whether it is so in fact or not, and make 
the impression over all the country of an assault 


upon the Administration. Harmony between the | 


different branches of the Government, the exec- 


utive head of the Government, the Cabinet, the | 


Senate, the House of Representatives, the Army, 
the judiciary—harmony and united action among 
all the departments of the Government is of the 
very first importance to the success of the cause 
in which we are engaged, and the success of which 
we have so much at heart. Whatever the inten- 
tion of the resolution may be, its adoption will 
preduce, the impression on the public mind, and 
to that extent demoralize and enervate the public 
mind, that it is awar between the congressional 
and the executive branches of the Government; 
that the Senate has put itself in hostility to the 
measures of the Executive; that they are at war 


with each other, instead of being unitedly at war | 


with the rebels; and that impression will do us 


more harm with the people throughout the coun- | 
try—the loyal citizens of the country—than any || of arrest merely on suspicion, and therefore with- | 
hundred resolutions that we could pass here would || 


repair. For that reason, I am not willing to vote 
for the resolution. 

Again, sir, I am unwilling to vote for the res- 
olution, because it is advocated by a number of 


Senators who make no charges against the Ad- | 


ministration, and who are not hostile to.the Ad- 
ministration on this distinct ground. One Senator 
advocates the passage of the resolution on the dis- 
Unct ground of danger from the tyranny of arbi- 
trary arrests,and anothersays inthe mostemphatic 
terms that a refusal to adopt the resolution is an 
indorsement of usurpations by the Government. 


I am not willing, when a resolution is thus advo- | 
cated, that it. shall ever go to the country with the | 
sanction of my vote. This debate goes to the coun- | 


try; the resolution goes to the country advocated 
upon these reasons, and it goes with the indorse- 
ment of the Senate. What other conclusion can 
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|| the country come to, or will the country arrive at 
| than that the Senate by its deliberate vote has fixed | 
upon this Administration, upon the President, and 
| upon the Cabinet, the charge that the Senator from 
Kentucky, not now here, spent the whole of his 
time and the whole of his talents during the last 
session to fix upon the Administration—the charge 


rights of citizens? 

Mr. President, who has been arrested and im- 
prisoned that ought not to have been arrested and 
imprisoned? Willgentlemen tellus? Will they tell 
us who the suffering citizen is? I understand that 
Mr. Faulkner, one of our foreign ministers under 
a previous Administration, when he returned to 
the United States, -was arrested in a loyal State, 
or in a loyal district, just as othey arrests have 
been made, upon the authority of the Executive, 
and imprisoned by the authority of the Executive 
without having passed through the ordinary forms 
required by municipal law. Is his imprisonment 
one of the acts of usurpation for which the Ad- 

| ministration is to be censured? I entertain no 
doubt, sir, either of the power or of the propriety 
of the exercise of the power, or, more, of the 
bounden duty of the Government to exereise the 
power on every suitable and appropriate occasion, 
|| Now, sir, permit me to ask a question of the 
learned Senator from Maine, |Mr. Fessenpen,| 
than whom there is no man whose opinion carries 
more authority with me. When he admits that 
these arrests are all in violation of the Constitu- 
tion, and announces his purpose nevertheless to 
sustain them upon the ground of necessity, per- 
mit me to ask him if one of the leaders of the re- 
| bellion from the South, Jefferson Davis or General 
Beauregard, should make his appearance in one 
of the loyal States of this Union, should be upon 
its borders making his escape back to the rebel 
districts, whether he doubts for an instant the 


|| of municipal Iaw would make necessary? 

| Mr. FESSENDEN. Does the Senator want 
|| an answer? 

|| Mr. BROWNING. 
an answer. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Well, sir, with reference 
to that, 1 will say that Ishould grab such a fellow 
wherever I found him, without the slightest hesi- 
tation in the world; and, with regard to any man 
who is known to have committed an overt act of 
treason, I have no doubt of the legality of seizing 
him anywhere. 
tor will recollect. 
Maryland and places directly about the seat of 
war, and where military operations are carried on, 
because those depend upon a different principle. 
| The war power will justify those unquestionably. 

My reference was to scizures of men in States 
where there were no military operations at all— 
distant States; and I said, even with regard to 
those, that while I believed there had been cases 


I would be pleased to have 


out warrant of law, in times like these, if in the 
| opinion of the Executive the public good requires 
|| that a particular individual should be arrested 
|| and imprisoned, and he acted with good motives 
| throughout, he was only acting in times like these 
according to his duty, andI stood ready to defend 
the act and to thank the man who, placed in a 
high position, chooses willingly to incur the haz- 
| ard to himself of proceeding without the forms of 
| law for the purpose of advancing the public good. 
That was the position I took, sir. 


Davis and all people of that deseription, I take it 
there cannot be two opinions. 

Mr. BROWNING. You concede the consti- 
tutionality of his arrest? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Unquestionably. 

Mr. BROWNING. I thank’the Senator from 
Maine for his clear, distinct, and manly answer 


of tyranny, usurpation, lawlessness of action, and | 
| disregard of all constitutional guarantees for the | 


With regard | 
to the Senator’s general question touching Mr. | 


C. 
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to the question I put to him. The Senate will 
thank him, and the country will thank him, He 
has conceded all that is necessary to secure the 
defeat of this resolution. 

Now, sir, if it be constitutional to make an ar- 
rest under these circumstances, who is to j 


judge 


of the necessity and the propriety of the arrest? 


Are we todo it? When it is made, are we to eal) 
on the Executive to communicate to us why he 
did it, and give to us an exposition of his author 
ity for doing so? No, sir; and in every other in 


| stance where the arrest is made, the Executive 


| unul the danger out of which the necessity aros: 


to judge of the necessity for the time being, and 


long as the necessity exists; until the emergency, 


‘ 


| has passed, untilall peril to the country has blown 


| over, until we are again secure upon our founda 


tions, the Executive, and he alone, is to exereis 


the function of judgment, the power of determi- 
nation; and yet, sir, his is not an ultimate judg- 
ment. If he becomes, as he is charged with hav- 
ing become, a usurper, if he becomes a tyrant, if 


| he uses this constitutional power as a mere pre- 
| text for oppression, his judgment is not an ult- 


power of the President, of the executive depart- }} 
ment of the Government, by telegraph, to order | 
his instant arrest and incarceration withoutawailt- | 
ing the delay that conformity to the requirements | 


But I went further, if the Sena- | 
[ spoke not with reference to 


mate one. When the appropriate time comes, we 
can investigate his conduct and punish his dere- 
lictions; but this is not the appropriate ime. Let 
us now concentrate our efforts against the rebels; 
let us fight them; let it not go to the country that 
we have ceased to make war upon them, and have 
turned our batteries upon a coérdinate depart- 
ment of the Government. When we do that, we 
become the aiders and abettors of treason, and we 
give aid and comfort to rebellion everywhere by 
the adoption of any such resolution or any such 
measure at this time. 

The Senator from Maryland gives us the gratify- 
ing intelligence that Maryland 1s now represented 
inthe other branch of Congress by men sent here 
by a majority of thirty, thousand loyal votes from 
that State. foo with him, sir,ataresultofan 
election in thatState so much to be desired, so grati- 
fying to the country, and so valuable to our cause; 
but, Mr. President, | think it by no means without 
doubt, I think it a problem not easy of solution, 
whether any such result would ever have been 
obtained in Maryland if there had been no exer- 


| cise upon the traitors that infested that State of 


| 
| 
| 
j 
li 
} 
| 
i 


|| her traitors as well as her loyal citizens. 
| has her traitors. 


the power thatis now denounced. Maryland had 
Illinois 
Every State in this Union—lI 

blush to make the acknowledgment—has her trai- 
tors as well as her loyal citizens. Are we not to 
touch them? Are we to permit a traitor in Maine, 
a traitor in Connecticut, a traitor in Illinois, who 
can do our cause a hundred-fold the injury and 
bring upon us a hundred times the disasters that 
twenty traitors in the rebel States can? Are we to 
permit them to roam the land at large, debase thi 

public mind, inform themselves of every measure 
of Government, and communicate the intelligence 
to the enemy to defeat the movements of our Army 
or Navy? Are they to stalk the land with the 
shield of the Constitution over them—the protec- 
tion of the Constitution for the destruction of 
which they are exerting all the powers they have ? 
And when the Administration—which deserves 
our thanks for its vigilance, for its manliness in 
taking responsibility—has ferreted them out, and 
laid its hand upon them, are we to denounce that 
Administration because it arrested them in a loyal 
State? Sir, if there are different degrees of denun- 
ciation due to traitors, if there were different de- 
grees of punishment that ought to be visited upon 
traitors, those who infest the loyal States, and 
make war upon the Government that is feeding 
them, upon the people who protect them, deserve 
a thousand-fold more of our denunciation and of 
our punishment, if we could give it to them, than 
traitors who are in arms in open rebellion against 
the Government. One of them Is to some extent 


| redeemed by his manliness of warfare, wirilst the 


| 


| ardice, as the soldier behind me from 


other adds to the crime of treason all the accumv- 
lated crimes of perfidy and hypocrisy and cow- 
ansas [Mr. 
Lane] suggests. 
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the Senate far longer than I] intended. It was not 
my purpose to have said one word upon this reso- 


lution; but I regard it as of more moment to us, 


to the cause, and to the country to defeat this 
resolution than to have defeated or to have adopted 
any resolution that has been before us this ses- 
ny; and it is with the utmost respect for the 
ntleman who introduced the resolution, and for 
those who have advocated it, that I repeat again, 


in conclusion, that it is a renewal of the very same 
discussion that occupied our attention in July, 
forced upon us by those who are now open and 
acknowledged traitors, now im the enemy’s camp, 
and in arms against the Government, and who 
would be the warmest and most zealous advocates 
of the passage of this resolution if they were here, 
and who will rejoice with joy almost unspeakable 
if we do what | trust we shall not do, adopt it, 
and record our vote of censure against the Admin- 
istration, for it virtually amounts to that. Il know, 
sir, it is not so intended, but it virtually amounts 
to that; it goes to the country with that impres- 
It carries that moral effect with it every- 
where that it does conneetion with the 
debate that has sprung up upon it. 

I have the utmost confidence, Mr. President, 
that the Senator from New Hampshire will record 
his vote with us on this resolution, for he advo- 
cated it only from an obdurate habit, which he 


Biol. 


r 
ro, in 


admits in his opinion is perhaps a vicious one, of 


opposing every Administration that has existed 
since he has been in Congress. [Laughter. } The 
habit has grown so strong upon him that he has 
not been able to restrain it upon this occasion; 
but L expect his vote with us on this resolution. 
Mr.PEARCE. I wish toask the Senator from 
is, who has alluded to the case of Mr. Faulk- 
ner, whether he understands that Mr. Faulkner 
was charged with any treasonable practices, or 
any infidelity to the Government? I ask him that 
because I have been told since I arrived here, by 
persons who profess to have direct knowledge on 


Hhiy 
baadne 


the subject, that Mr. Faulkner was not charged 
with any infidelity to the Government at all, but 
wW irrested and heldas a sortof hostage. That 
is One case which does not come within the rule 


which he justifies. 

Mr. BROWNING. 
answer the question which has been so very re- 
neetfally asked,and will say to the Senator from 
Maryland that lam not informed in regard to the 
facts connected with the arrest of Mr. Faulkner. 
I have 
obtaining information upon the subject; but, as 
the power is intrusted to the Executive, as that 
js the proper source of power for such acts, l 
have rested in the confidence, the perfect assur- 
ance, that it would not have exercised that power 
without an Investigation on its part, and the as- 
certainment of facts, which, in its opinion, fully 
justified it. Twill answerin relation to the other 
surgestion of the Senator from Maryland 

Mr. WILSON. If the Senator will allow me 
to answer the question, I think I can answer the 
Senator from Maryland. 

Mr. BROWNING. Inamoment. If the ar- 
rest were made for the reason suggested by the 
Senator from Maryland, to hold Mr. Faulkner as 
a hostage, why, sir, upon that ground, I cannot 
hesitate one instant to justify both the power and 
th of the power. 

Mr. WILSON. I think I can answer the Sen- 
ator from Maryland in regard to Mr. Faulkner. 
I think the Senator will find that the Government 
had positive evidence, under oath of witnesses, 
that Mr. Faulkner, while representing the Gov- 
ernment of the United States at Paris, was in the 
receipt of correspondence from men organizing 
the rebellion against the United States, stating that 
it was going on, and what acts would be done, 
and that those letters were read in hisown house. 
The facts and the statement in regard to those let- 
ters are in the possession of the State Department 
to-day; and he was sent to prison. 

Mr. HALE. The Senator from Illinois has 
made a personal appeal to me, and I desire to say 
a word in reply. He says that I have an obdu- 
rate habit of opposing Administrations. I do not 
mean to oppose this one unless I am driven to it; 
and | hope f shall not be. But he has great con- 
fidence that I am going to vote with him against 
this resolution. Well, sir, there is a habit I have 





exercise 


I will with great pleasure” 


not had the means or the opportunity of 


| usurper. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


Mr. President, | have occupied the attention of || not got—that of making a speech on one side of a || they arrested people; that they violated the Con- 


question and voting on the other. 


{Laughter.] 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, I regret the 


necessity of saying anything further with refer- 
ence to this matter, which has assumed a very 
wide range for a mere-resolution of inquiry, and 
I certainly should not do so but for what has 
fallen from my colleague, at whose remarks I feel 
somewhat surprised. I know, sir, that it isa very 
common thing to attempt to change issues, espe- 
cially in trials of causes in court, and no one is 
more adept in court than my colleague. It is not 
an uncommon thing when one has a bad case to 
try to get up an issue that is not involved in the 
case. Now, my colleague certainly would not 
upon reflection ask the Senate to vote against this 
resolution Mr. Breckinridge, if he were 
here, would vote for it. Would that be a reason? 
Is that the high motive by which Senators of the 
United States are governed? 


because 


last one; for he made the appeal as he sat down. 
If Mr. Breckinridge were here he would vote for 
the resolution! I have known men governed by 
prejudices of that kind, but I did not suppose that 
such an appeal as that would be made to the 
Senate of the United States. 


My colleague further says that this isa bad time | 


to offer such a resolution. Why, sir, itis the only 
time when there would be any occasion for such 
an Inquiry. 
this power is excreised. Itis only on such occa- 
sions as this, I know, that he would attempt to 
justify it. In a time of quiet and peace in the 
country he would notagree that men should be ar- 
rested withoutcharge, without complaint, without 
opportunity to answer. 
ever make the inquiry, you must do it now. 

But he says this will demoralize and weaken the 
Government. Let us see the position of my col- 
league. He says that he has obtained from the 


Senator from Maine, when he admits that he would | 


arrest certain persons under circumstances which 
he mentions, all that he wants; and then that the 
arrest is constitutional. 
inquiring of the Secretary of State by what law he 


made arrests, when my colleague says they are | 


perfectly constitutional ? 


Again, he wants to know who has been wrongly | 
Has thatanything todo with the ques- 


arrested, 
tion? Are we to inquire here as to whether a party 
was rightly or wrongly arrested? Thisisa sim- 
ple resolution of inquiry as to whether arrests have 
been made—I have not even asked for the cause— 
and ifso,by what authority. My colleague says 
the authority isample. Then will any harm be 
done? 

He would put some of us in the position of 
charging the Government with usurpation. Why, 
sir, the resolution does not even assume that an 
arrest has been made. It asks if any have been 
made; and no one that I am aware of has charged 
the Government with usurpation. We were dis- 
cussing a principle whether the making of arrests, 
if any such were made, without authority, without 


charges, without opportunity to answer, would | 


not be a despotism, and he chooses to charge upon 
some of us having said that the Executive was a 


will justify any such imputation. 
He says, moreover, we give aid and comfort to 
the enemy by this resolution. Sir, I disagree with 


him totally. If you will have a united people, if | 


you will bring up the twenty millions of loyal 
people in this country as one man to crush out 
this wicked rebellion, you must bring them up be- 


lieving they are fighting for constitutional liberty; | 
you must bring them up believing they are fighting | 
for law, and to maintain the institutions which | 
are established by the Constitution; and you will | 
weaken your Government, you weaken its hands || 
when you do anything that creates the impression | 


im any portion of the country that we are not 
fighting for this regulated liberty. 

Now, sir, I think that what Fae said—and 
I am not dispgsed to prolong this debate—is a 
complete answer to all that fell from my colleague. 
The principle with which he commenced and 
ended, I confess I am unable to answer: because 
if Mr. Breckinridge was here he would vote a cer- 


ain way, therefore, Senators, you must vote dif- || 


ferently! One Senator here instanced what the 


| rebels were doing—that they imprisoned men; that 


That is his first | 
reason why thisresolution should not pass, and his | 


It is in just such times as these that | 


From necessity, if you || 


Is there any harm, sir, in | 


No language that has fallen from me || 
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stitution—as if that was any reason that we should 
doit. Why, sir, I claim that we are better than 
they. I claim that we will put down rebellion 
and preserve the Constitution; we will not violate 
the Constitution nor attempt to overthrow it; nor 
do I say that that has been done. I have sup- 
posed a case which might amount to a usurpa- 
tion, but I charge no usurpation; and this attempt 
which ts made here to array persons against the 
Administration, it seems to me, is a most sineu- 
lar one. What is to be gained by it? Has any- 


i . . ° 
body who has been in favor of this resolution 
| said they were against the Administration? Has 


not every one disclaimed it? Does my colleague 
want the country to believe that a portion of this 
Senate—the friends of the Administration—are its 
enemies? Does my colleague want the country to 
believe that Congress is making war on the Presi- 
dent? Why assert it in the face of the declaration 
of every one that he has no such intention? 

Mr. BROWNING. Will my colleague permit 
me to interrupt him ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Certainly. 

Mr. BROWNING. I took pains, Mr. Pres- 
ident, to assert, over and over again, that | was 
sure there was no hostility to the Administration 
on the part of any of the gentlemen connected 
with the advocacy of this resolution; and I took 
especial pains to say so in reference to my col- 
league. I did say that my colleague based his 
speech upon the danger of tyranny or usurpation 
of power. That was his language; and I did say 

| that that language and this debate, going to the 
country in connection with the passage of the 
resolution, would give a false impression abroad 
that there was hostility to the Administration at 
the bottom of this movement. I think I ought 
not to have been misunderstood; and I am sure my 
colleague does not design to misunderstand me. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I understood my colleague 
to impute to me having charged the Executive 
with usurpation. 

Mr. BROWNING. No, sir. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I was speaking of a prin- 
ciple, the assertion of which might lead to des- 
potism, not of acts done by the Executive. But, 
sir, | do not wish to prolong this debate. I hop¢ 
we may be permitted to take a vote on the motion 
to refer the resolution to the Committee on the 


|| Judiciary. I believe the yeas and nays have been 


| called on that motion. Let that be a test vote, and 
| let us get through with it, 

Mr. COLLAMER. I wish it distinctly under- 
stood that the gentleman cannot make any motion 
of this kind a test vote because he says so. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Of course not. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion to refer this resolution to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, and on that question the 
yeas and nays have been ordered. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I do not un- 
derstand this as being a test vote, but simply to 
be the most proper disposition to be made of the 
resolution. [** Exactly.’’] , 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 25, nays 17; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Browning, Chandler, Clark, 
Collamer, Cowan, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Fos- 
ter, Harris, Howe, Johnson of Tennessee, King, Lane 0! 
Indiana, Morrill, Pomeroy, Rice, Sherman, Simmons, Sum 
ner, Ten Eyck, Wade, and Wilson—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Bright, Carlile, Grimes, Hale, 
Harlan, Kennedy, Latham, McDougall, Nesmith, Pearce, 
Powell, Saulsbury, ‘Thomson, ‘Trumbull, Wilkinson, and 
Willey—17. 

So the resolution was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 


SENATOR FROM KANSAS. 


Mr. FOSTER. I wish.to give notice that to- 
morrow, at one o’clock, I shall move to take up, 
or rather shall call up for the attention of the Sen- 
‘ate, the report of the Judiciary Committee upon 
the memorial of Mr. Stanton, asking a seat on 
this floor as a Senator from the State of Kansas, 
and I intend to press the question upon the atten- 
tion of the Senate. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. - 

Mr. SUMNER. I move that the Senate now 
proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and after some time 
| spent in the consideration of executive business, 
| the doors were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 16, 1861. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srocxron. 
The Journal of Thursday last was read and 
approved. 
MEDICAL ESTIMATES FOR THE ARMY. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the War Department, transmit- 
ting estimates of the Surgeon General of the med- 


for the year commencing July 1, 1862, and ending 
June 30, 1863, inadvertently omitted to be sent 
with the other estimates of the Department; which 
were referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 


BALL’S BLUFF DISASTER. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House 


another communication from the Secretary of 


THE 


War, acknowledging the receipt of the resolution | 


of the House of Representatives calling for certain 
information with respect to the disastrous move- 
ment of our troops at Ball’s Bluff, and transmit- 
ting a report of the Adjutant General of the United 
States Army, showing that compliance with the 
resolution at this time would be, in the opinion 
of the General-in-Chief, injurious to the public 
service; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 
TREASON OF ARMY OFFICERS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
another communication from the Secretary of 
War, in answer to a resolution of the House of 


Representatives, of the 4th instant, asking what | 


measures have been, or ought to be, taken to ex- 
pose and punish such officers now on parole as 


were guilty of treason of cowardice in surrender- | 


ing Fort Fillmore, in New Mexico, to an inferior 
force of Texans, and transmitting a report of the 
Adjutant General, which, with Generai Order No. 
102, furnishes all the information on that subject 
in possession of the Department; which were laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

BRANCIL MINT IN COLORADO. 
* The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
memorial from the Legislature of the Territory of 
Colorado, relative to the establishment of a branch 
mint in that Territory; which was referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 

REGISTERED SEAMEN. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a | 


report from the Secretary of State, transmitting 
an abstraet of returns showing the number of re- 
gistered seamen in the ports of the United States 
tor the year ending 30th September, 1861; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. CONWAY. I ask the consent of the 


House to make a personal explanation. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman can only pro- | 


ceed by unanimous consent. 

No objection was made. 

Mr. CONWAY. I find in the Daily Globe of 
Friday last an account of the proceedings which 


the various resolutions whic 
consideration. I send the paper to the Clerk’s 


desk, and ask to have read what I have indicated. | 


The Clerk read, as follows: 


“Mr. Fouxe. Mr. Speaker, I was not in the Hall when | 


the gentleman from Kansas commenced his speech. Jam 
informed by friends around me here that he enumerated the 
disasters which have befallen the Army since the war be- 
gan, and that, in that enumeration, he alluded to the battle 
of Belmont. J wish to ask the gentleman if he made such 
a statement here upon this floor as that the battle of Bel- 
mont was a defeat to our Army? ‘ 
“Mr. Conway. I did, sir. 


authority he made that statement ? 


“Mr. Conway. I made it upon the authority of the 
newspapers. 


‘**Mr. Harpine. [ must object to this, if it is to come | 


out of my time. 
“The Speaker. It must come out of the gentleman’s 

time, unless by unanimous consent. 

“Mr. Fouxe. I ask the indulgence of the gentleman 
from Kentucky for a few moments. 

“Mr. Harpine. I must respectfully decline to yield 
further. 

“Mr. Fouxe. [ wish to set this matter right. It is proper 
that I should do so. Itis but justice to those brave soldiers 
who fell upon that noble battle field, which was a victory, 


that this falsehood should be nailed to the counter. [claim 
itasaright. It will take me but a moment to make my 
statement.” 


Mr. CONWAY. I desire to say that I did not 
hear distinctly here the offensive remark con- 
tained in that account at the time it was uttered, 
but that my attention was immediately called to it 
by a friend at my side. I desire now to repeat 


the question I then put to the gentleman from IIli- | 
| nois, whether he intended to make his charge of | 


falsehood personally applicable to me? 


{ , | Mr. FOUKE. Mr. Speaker, I rose the other 
ical and hospital department of the regular Army || , ™ fr. Opeancl vane Cae aes 


day, after having been informed of the statement 
made by the gentleman from Kansus, for the pur- 
| pose of making a cool and deliberate statement in 
| regard to the battle of Belmont. I had never heard 
| of any paragraph or article in any newspaper de- 
| nominating that battle as a defeat. I had heard, 


| however, that the Chicago Tribune, published on | 


the 8th of November, I think, enumerated that 
| among the disasters that had befallen our Army. 


3ut the editor of that paper, as I understand, sub- | 
sequently corrected the misstatement made by him | 


| on the 8th. 


I will now avail myself of the opportunity to | 


make a statement in regard to the battle of Bel- 
mont; and I will leave it to the gentleman to say 


| whether the remarks that I made are personal to | 


himself or not. I wish to do this kindly and de- 
liberately, and then leave it to every impartial 
mind, here or elsewhere, who loves his country 
and the glory of hiscountry’s arms, to say whether 


or not. 
On the morning of the 7th we landed on the 


thousand men. A little upwards of five compa- 
| nies of that force did not participate in the engage- 


ment. Weencountered the enemy and were under | 


fire five hours before we captured Belmont. We 


took their cannon atthe point of the bayonet. We | 
tumbled one or two of their batteries into the river | 


}and brought the others back with us into camp. 
We took their horses and their guns, and we took 
some two hundred prisoners. In the morning, 
when the battle bezan in front of their camp, Gen- 
eral Cheatham was sent with an additional force 
across the river, who all day reconnoitered in the 

rear. After we had accomplished the victory, and 
| had taken Belmont, scouts came in and informed us 
| thata laree force had got between us and our boats. 


We then charged back upon this force, and our 
gallant troops cut their way through them to the 
boats. The last battle cost us many gallant lives. 
| Three of my own bravestand most gallant officers 
fell on the fie Id. The enemy were dispersed and 


| retreated. Our troops then left them and returned | 
|| to the boats unmolested. We arrived there and 


| took on board the cannon which we brought with 
us when we went into the battle. We also took 
on board the cannon which we captured at Bel- 
mont. We took on board also the horses we had 

captured in that battle. When we had embarked 

and were ready to move,the enemy rallied and 
opened fire upon us, doing no damage whatever. 
Their fire was returned from the boats. After the 
capture of Belmont, and all the time while we were 
| there, we were exposed to a heavy fire from Co- 
| lumbus, occupying a strong natural position upon 


| 

j “ 7 3 : : 

) 4 ] a bluff immediately opposite. Belmont is situated 
took place upon this floor the ae upon |} 


1 were then under 


ona bottom on the Missouri side of the river, and 
| it was not designed that our forces should hold 
| the place. All we designed to accomplish was ac- 
complished. And, leaving myself outof the ques- 
|| tion, | assert that it was accomplished with as 
much bravery and gallantry as was ever displayed 
on any battle-field. 

This, Mr. Speaker, is the statement I designed 


afforded me. I did not intend then to say more 
than I now say. I thought it was unkind, and 


Kansas to persist in going on with acharge based, 
as he says, upon a newspaper report. If he loved 


isfaction of every Union-loving man. 


My friend from Kentucky (Mr. Harvie] also 

I made the state- 
ment that the charge was false, and I will permit | 

| the gentleman to make the application to himself || Army. 


refused to give me the floor. 


I was justified in the remark [ made on ‘Thursday 


shores of Missouri with the meager force of three |! 


to make on Thursday if the opportunity had been | 


|| still think it was unkind, in the gentleman from 
“Mr. Fouxe. I would ask the gentleman upon what | 


his country, if he had pride in the achievements of 
our arms, he would not have hesitated to have 
thrown away his whole speech for the gratifica- 
tion of having established the falsification of such 
a charge as this to his satisfaction, and to the sat- 
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if he sees proper. He is the only judge in th: 

matter. For one, when I look back upon that 

bloody bgttle-field, and remember the comrades 
who fell at my side—some of them at my feet; 
when I remember those who have survived, and, 
are now ready to again meet the enemy at any 

day and any hour, | could not return to camp and 

look those gallant soldiers in the face, and say 

that I sat in my seat and allowed such a charge to 
go uncontradicted. 

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman made his charge on 
the foundation of newspaper report. I denounce 
that report as false, and if the gentleman is as 
magnanimous toWards our soldiers as he would 
seem to desire us to be on other occasions, let him 
take this explanation and make his own applica 
tion. 

Mr. CONWAY. Ihave, Mr. Speaker, giv: 
the gentleman every opportunity to do hims 
justice in this matter. He has refused to ava 
himself of my generosity. 

I propose, therefore, to submit this question 
the candid judgment of the House and the cou 
try, whether such conductas his in this case do 
not clearly betray a deliberate purpose to bring on 
a personal collision between himself and me with 
out cause; and whether this is not conduct unbe- 
coming a gentleman or member of this House, 
and worthy only of ablackguard and ascoundrel. 


| [Cries of ** Order !’’} 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I call the gentleman to 
order.. This is not the place to indulge in any 
such language. 

TheSPEAKER. No further debate is in order 

Mr. FOUKE. One word. 

Mr. RICE, of Maine. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. FOUKE. I shall not make any debate, 
but I will say [' Order!’? **Order!’’] that the 


member from Kansas [‘‘Order!’’] has proved 


| himself to be [** Order!’’ “ Order!’’] a disgrace 


to his State, a disgrace to his station, a disgrace to 

humanity itself, and unworthy of the association 

of gentlemen. [Shouts of ** Order!’ “Order !”"] 
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 1 call for the reg- 
ular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will proceed to 
call the States for the introduction of bills for ref- 
erence only. 

AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE LANDS. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, introduced a bill 
donating public lands to the several States and 
Territories which may provide colleges for the 
benefit of agriculture or the mechanic arts; whieh 
was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

REBEL PENSIONERS. 
Mr. DUELL introduceda bill authorizing the 


Secretary of the Interiog to strike from the pen- 


sion roll the names of such persons as have taken 
up arms against the Government, or who have in 
any manner encouraged the rebels; which was 
read a first and second time. 

Mr. DUELL.  Lask the unanimous consent to 
put that bill on its passage. 

No objection being made, the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time 
| and passed. 

Mr. DUELL moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be Jaid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
| WEST POINT CADETS. 

Mr. ALLEN, leave being granted, introduced 
| a bill to regulate the admission of cadets at the 
Military Academy at West Point; which was read 
a first and second time, by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Forney, their Secretary, notifying the House 
that that body had pass« d bills of the following 
titles, in which he was directed to ask the concur- 
rence of the House, namely: 

A bill (No. 82) further to promote the efficiency 
of the Navy; and 

A bill (No, 83) relative to courts-martial in the 





UNITED STATES ARMORY AT CITICAGO. 
Mr. ARNOLD. 


TheSPEAKER. That is not now in order; and 
1 ons and memorials can be referred under 
{ rules N hing is now in order except the call 
f ils and joint resolutions on leave. 
Mr. ARNOLD. I amaware that petitions can- 
presented in open House, but | have one 
here of more than usual importance. 


The SPEAKER. 





J ask leave to present a peti- 
‘ 


{ 
ye 


Debate is not in order. 

Mr. ARNOLD. I ask unanimous consent to 
present it. Itis a petition of eighteen thousand 
citizens of the State of Illinois for the establish- 
ment of a national armory and foundery at Chi- 
cago, In that State. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I object, and insist 
on the regular order of business. — 

Mr. ARNOLD. 


Then I will present it under 
the rules. 


UNION PRISONERS. 

Mr. GRANGER, leave beine granted, intro- 
duced a bill for the relief of the Union soldiers 
now held as prisoners at Richmond, Virginia, and 
f where in the rebel States; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. GRANGER. I will, with the consent of 
the House, make a brief statementin reference to 
‘bill which t have just introduced. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 
Mr. WASHBURNE.,. Let me make a short 
explanation. I hope the House will hear me. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. We will getalong 
fastest by adhering to the rules. 

Mr. WASHBURNE., I will not be a minute. 
I desire to make a very brief statement. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. The bill has been 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
is therefore disposed of for the pr sent. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. The gentleman from 
Michigan ought to be heard, in justice to the suf- 
fering Union soldiers now confined at Richmond, 
Virginia. He hasa letter from one of them, which 
itis important we should hear. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. To-morrow morn- 
ing the Committee on Military Affairs can report 
that this is asubject which ought to be considered 
immediately. It ought to be examined, and put 
in a shape which is just and proper. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. 


fuse to hear the 


Does the gentleman re- 
statement of a prisoner at Rich- 
mond on the subject? 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 


| 


I do not refuse to 
ve statement of any prisoner. I wanted like 
supplications and statements heard and acted on 
mouths ago, as they ought to have been. I do 


h ir it 


not object, but Ido not wish too much time occu- 
pied by matters clearly out of order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I desire to state that 1 
have seen a letter which the gentleman from Mich- 
igan has received from ‘one of the Union prisoners 
at Richmond, Virginia, upon which he has founded 
the bill he has justintroduced. The letter is from 
a very intelligent gentleman, and I deem it due 
from the Representatives of the people that that 
letter should be read in this Hall. I hope that 
there will be no objection to its being read by the 
Clerk. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Let it be referred 
with the bill to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. GRANGER. There being no objection, 
I will send the letter to the Clerk to be read. I 
only ask him to omit the name of the writer. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I wantto hear the letter 
read. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

Ricumonp, Vinornta, December 4, 1861. 

Dear Sir: I take the liberty of addressing you—the Rep- 


resentative of the first congressional district—in behalf of 


seventy-two sons of Michigan, forty of whom are from your 
immediate district, fourteen hailing from your own county 
of Washtenaw ; they are widely dispersed, a portion being 
in Charleston, and others in Richmond, Columbia, New 
Orleans, and Tuscaloosa, and some will in a few days be 
sent to Salisbury, North Carolina. 
three thousand loyal citizens of the United States now held 
as prisovers of war. Most of them have been in close con 
finement under very unfavorable circumstances over four 
months. I might picture to you their present condition, 
but deem it unnecessary. You can readily conceive how 
men taken—generally without money—with clothing ori- 
ginally of poor quality, having already had three months’ 
service in the field, will naturally appear after four months 
more have passed, in most cases without a change of any 
garment. Can you believe they are in a condition to 
etand the changes of even a southern climate? We know 


They are a portion of 


” 


they are not, and unless something is done for their relief, 
their decimated ranks next spring will tella fearful tale. I 
have just read a note trom an educated young man of a 
northern city who leita situation as bank clerk and enlisted 
as a private to serve his country. He was wounded and 
it Manassas 


taken prisoner He says: “I have no shirt or 
socks, and suffer much Jrom cold and damp, and al every 
breath it seems as it a knife were plunged into me; I can 
not stand it much longer.”’ ‘This is but one case of MANY 


that [might cite hadi time. IT have seen sights that made 
my heart bleed. I am convinced that many are now sus 
tained only by the hope that it will not much longer con- 
tinue thus, and that a speedy exchange will restore them to 
their families and friends, from whence, after a restoration 
to health, they may return to the service of their country. 
It is said ** hope deferred maketh the soul sick.”’? Let it be 
understood there is to be no exchange, and many would 
welcome death. 

Now let me ask, is all this necessary? The question 
naturally arises with us, has not as much been conceded 
already as would be inafull exchange of prisoners? Flags 
ot truce are of almost daily occurrence 3 prisoners have been 
taken in arms against the Government, with stipulations, 
since honestly carried out, that they would be received and 
treated as prisoners of war; paroles have been recognized 
at our capital, and fitty-seven of our prisoners returned to 
their homes and friends, by order of General McClellan ; 
prisoners have been exchanged, with all the usual formal! 
ities, on the Mississippi, and naval officers are even now on 
their way home, in exchange for an equal number seut here 
by our Government, oritsagents. Ofcourse, in our isolated 
position, we cannot know all the different aspects in which 
the question will present itself; we can only judge of acts 
that come under our observation, and reason that the same 
rule that will exchange one will exchange an army. I ad 
mit we are anxious ou the subject, and we have cause to be. 
Humanity prompts and justice demandsit. I believe [speak 
the sentiments of all here when L say we do not wish to 
embarrass the action of our Government in the least, but 
we cannot understand how a full exchange will do more 
injury than actsalreadydone. We believe belligerents can 
be recognized withoutinvolving independence. Surely the 
war cannot continue for years, or even months, longer, 
without this question becoming so important that it must 
be met, and an exchange effected; then why delay what 
must inevitably be? We enlisted toserve our country, and, 
if necessary, die for it, but we would prefer a different death 
than the one awaiting us here. Ef cannot say all I would, 
for obvious reasons; but I can say we are suffering from 
neglect, somuch so that itis the subject of newspaper para 
graphs here and elsewhere. It makes my face burn to read 
them, and think that over four mouths have passed, and 
nothing done for our relief. 

We have frequently heard that clothing was to be sent 
to us; but winter has come and no clothing, but sickness 
has. It has been said that the confederates sent the most 
destitute to the tar South, from motives of humanity. How 
ever that may be, I saw some go without shirts, and many 
without shoes or socks, and even some with drawers and 
no pants. I am sorry to say this, and perhaps my doing so 
Will prevent this reaching you; but UL trust it will not. I 
may be treading on forbidden ground, but will say that I 
believe this would not be if clothing could be obtained here ; 
it cou/d not, in sufficient quantity. Southern troops are 
clothed by contributions from home, of home-made cloth. 
Those that have means to purchase, can find limited quan 
tities, at extravagantly high prices—beyond the means of 
most oftus. Clothing can be sent safely. The Massachu 
setts men, having been here but about six weeks, have 
already been supplied with full outfits from their friends at 
home. Cannot Government send as well as they? The con 
federates have recently furnished quilts as substitutes for 
blankets, which could not be obtained, and straw sacks, 
which is some improvement; but we still need blankets 
and clothing, especially pants, shirts, drawers, socks, and 
shoes. 

I am sorry to trouble you with this matter; but thinking 
your position would enabie you to do much, I venture to do 
so. If we are to. remain here, and Government does not 
speedily provide for our wants, will you please call the at- 
tention of such citizens of Michigan as may be in Wash- 
ington to this matter? I knowthatan appeal to the people 
of our State would be promptly met; and [ feel assured that 
our necessities would have been attended to ere this, liad it 
been known thatit was required, and could be done. What 
is done should be at once. 

Very respecifully yours, 
Hon. B. F. Grancer. 


~_*** 


Should there be any persons in Washington from Ypsi- 


lanti, please show thein this letter. 

I inclose a slip cut from this morning’s paper: 

** buFFERING.—The Yankee prisoners of war tn this city 
are beginning to feel the want of proper clothing. Con 
gressman Ely has very generously offered, we learn, to ex- 
pend $5,000 of his private means, which are quite ample, 
in Order to purchase them necessary clothing; but his fel- 
low-prisoners deciine to permit him to do that which their 
Government should, long since, have recognized as a bind- 
ing duty.”’ 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I move that that 
letter be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. . I desire to say that I consider ita wise, 
sensible, and judicious letter; but that when some 
months ago I advocated the same views that are 
contained in it in regard to the exchange of pris- 
oners and other belligerent acts and rights, | was 
denounced as a ‘‘traitor.’’ 
to observe the progress of public opinion and 
conviction already, though but *‘short time be 
passed.”’ 


I am happy now | 


The question was taken, and the motion was | 


agreed to. : ; 
Mr. WICKLIFFE. I desire to make astate- 
ment in vindication of the Government. 


| 
| 
| 
i 
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The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order un- 
less by unanimous consent. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I desire to make a state- 


mentin vindication of the Government on this sub- 


ject. I was in the quartermaster’s department, 


transacting business with it, when I was told by 
the Quartermaster General that he had sent one 
thousand fall suits of clothing to Richmond for 
the Union soldiers imprisoned there. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Let me correct the gentle- 
man. I was present when that conversation took 
place, and he stated that he had sent South, for 
the Union soldiers, two thousand full suits of cloth- 
ing, underclothes, stockings, &c. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I thank the gentleman 
for his correction. I have made this statement 
with a view that the world might not suppose 
that the Government was negligent of its duty to 
the Union soldiers who were prisoners with the 
rebels. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Except in the mat- 
ter of exchange, 

Mr. DIVEN. In this connection, Mr. Speaker, 
I wish the Clerk to read a short extract from a 
letter of the brother of Captain Ricketts, who is 
a prisoner in the hands of the enemy. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

** Do let me hear from you at once, as from last accounts 
my poor brother was a great sufferer, and the surgeon 
feared a decline, without change of airand scene, as he lias 
been already reduced to death’s door by bis wounds. The 
attentions ot my sister to the sick and wounded of our Ariny 
now in the hospital at Richmond, where she has been able 
to attend to many of their little wauts, and soothe many a 
broken spirit separated trom family and home, might have 
some little effect upon the Government to look favorably 
on this individual case.”’ 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE. 

Mr. GRANGER, leave being granted, intro- 
duced a bill supplementary to ** Aun act requiring 
an oath of allegiance and to support the Consti- 
tution of the United States to be administered to 
certain persons in the civil service of the United 
States,’’ approved August 6, 1861; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

DACOTA ITALF-BREEDS. 

Mr. ALDRICH, leave being granted, intgo- 
duced a bill for the relief of certain half-breeds or 
mixed bloods of the Dacota or SiouX nation of 
Indiansand their grantees; which was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


REPAIR OF NEW MEXICAN MILITARY ROAD. 


Mr. WATTS, leave being granted, introduced 
a bill for the improvement and repair of the mili- 
tary road through the Raton Mountains, between 
Fort Wise, in the Territory of Colorado, and 
Fort Union, in the Territory of New Mexico; 
which was read a first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

VOLUNTEER COMPANIES OF NEW MEXICO. 

Mr. WATTS, leave being granted, also intro- 
duced a bill to provide for the payment of certain 
volunteer companies in the service of the United 
States in the war with Mexico, and in the sup- 
pression of Indian disturbances in New Mexico; 
which was read a first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 


BRANCH MINT AT NEVADA. 

Mr. CRADLEBAUGH, leave being granted, 
introduced a bill to establish a branch mint in the 
Territory of Nevada; which was read a firs! and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 


mittee on Commerce. 


WASHINGTON PASSENGER RAILWAY. 


1, ? e 
Mr. TRAIN, leave being granted, introduced 

a bill incorporating the Washington and George- 

town Railway Company; which was read a first 


/ and second time by its title, and referred to the 


Committee for the District of Columbia. 


CLERK TO JUDICIARY COMMITTEE. 
Mr. HICKMAN offered the following resolu- 


tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be #u- 
thorized to employ a clerk for said committee during the 
present session ofthe ‘Thirty-Seventh Congress, at the usual 
compensation of four dollars per diem for the time actually 
employed. 








st 


ie 


ly 


1861. 


———— 


Mr. HICKMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the rsoluuon was adopted; and also 


moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 





the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


REBECCA F. SCOTT. 


Mr. THOMAS, of Maryland, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was read, considered, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of granting a pension to Re- 
becca F. Scott, widow of the late J. B. Scott, major in the 
Army of the United States, who died at San Francisco, 
Calitornia, November 26, 1860. 


LIBERIA—CAPTURED AFRICANS. 


Mr. THOMAS, of Maryland, also introduced 
the following resolution; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 

Resolved. That the Secretary of the Interior be requested 
to communicate to this House copies of all contracts or 
agreements on file in his Department between the Govern- 
ment of the United Statesand the American Colonization 
Society, for the transportation to Liberia, and for their sub- 
sistence there, of captured Africans who have been taken 
from vessels engaged in the slave trade, by armed ships of 
the United States. 


SEIZURE OF MA@ON AND SLIDELL. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM introduced the fol- 


lowing resolution, upon which he demanded the 
previous question: 

Whereas the Seeretary of the Navy has reported to this 
House that Captain Charles Wilkes, in command of the 
San Jacinto, an armed public vessel of the United States, 
did, ou the 8th of November, 1861, on the high seas, inter- 
cept the Trent, a British mail steamer, and forcibly remove 
therefrom James M. Mason and John Slidcli—* disloyal cit 
izens, leading conspirators, rebel enemies, and dangerous 
men?—who, with their suite, were on their way to Europe 
“to promote the cause of the insurrection,’ claiming to be 
embassadors from the so-called confederate States; and 
whereas the Secretary of the Navy has further reported to 
this House, that * the prompt and decisive action of Cap- 
tain Wilkes on this occasion merited and received the 
emphatic approval of the Department,’ and moreover, in 
a public letter has thanked Captain Wilkes for the act; 
and whereas this House, on the first day of the session, 
did propose to tender the thanks of Congress to Captain 
Wilkes, for his * brave, adroit, and patriotic conduct in the 
arrest and detention of the traitors James M. Mason and 
Jolin Slidell;*?? and whereas further, on the same day, this 
Hlouse did request the President to confine the said James 
M. Mason and John Slidell in the cells of convicted felons 
until certain military officers of the United States, captured 
and licld by the so-called confederate States, should be 
treated as prisoners of war: Therefore, 

Be it resolved, (as the sense of this House,) That it is the 
duty of the Presideut to now firmly maintain the stand thus 
taken, approving and adopting the act of Captain Wilkes, 
in spite of any menace or demand of the British Govern 
meut; and that this House pledges its full support to him 
in upholding now the honor and vindicating the courage of 
the Government and people of the United States against a 
toreigu Power. 

Mr. FENTON. Is it in order to move to refer 
that resolution to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
called the previous question. 

Mr. COX,. I beg my colleague to withdraw 
that call for a moment. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I would,if debate 
were in order. 1 hope no objection will be made 
to the resolution. The time has now come for 
the firmness of this House to be practically tested, 
and I hope there will be no shrinking. 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. We have heard 
the first growl of the British lion, and now let us 
see who will cower. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I wish to appeal to the 
gentleman from Ohio to withdraw the demand for 
the previous question. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. If debate were in 


order, | would with pleasure; but as debate will | 


send the resolution over, | must decline. 

Mr. FENTON. I hope the previous question 
will not be seconded; and I hope the resolution 
wif® be referred to the Committee on Military 
Aifairs. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. The previous res- 
olutions upon this subject were not referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as ought to 
have been done before committing the House on 
the subject, and why shall this now, when the 
danger is upon us? I desire to know what has 
caused this change in sentiment? Is it the foreign 
intelligence of this morning? I offered the reso- 
lution in good faith, and will adhere to it to the 
last, though I regretted and would have opposed, 
had I had the power, and prevented the Admin- 
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istration and this House from the folly of taking || last taken; and I would ask the Chair whether 
a posiuon in advance upon it. But it is now too || the question is debatable? 


late to retreat. 

The question recurring on the demand for the 
pre yious gue sion, 

Mr. HOLMAN ealled for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. FENTON. I moveto refer the resolution 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I demand the yeas 
and nays upon that motion. 

Mv. COX obtained the floor. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING called for the read- 
ing of the resolution. 

The resolution was again read. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I demand the pre- | 


vious question upon the motion to refer. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
{[Mr. Cox] was recognized by the Chair as upon 
the floor, and he is now entitled to it. 

Mr. FENTON. How did the gentleman from 
Ohio obtain the floor? 

The SPEAKER. He was recognized imme- 
diately after the gentleman from New York made 
the motion to refer. 


Mr. FENTON. I did not intend to yield the | 


floor. lL intended to call the previous question. 
The SPEAKER... The gentleman from New 
York moved to refer the resolution; the gentle- 


man from Ohio (Mr. VaLtanpicuam] called for | 


the yeas and nays; and then the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Cox] was recognized by the Chair; 
but he gave way to hear the resolution read. 

Mr. COX. I intended to debate the question 
somewhat. 

The SPEAKER. Then the resolution goes 
over. 

Mr. COX. Of course, then, I shall not de- 
bate it. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I move the pre- | 


vious question. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. Mr. Speaker—— 
The SPEAKER, Debate is not in order. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. 1 wish to ask a question. 
The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to make one rem irk. 


Mr.COX. If the House will give me three*|| 


minutes, [ will not object. 

The SPEA K ER. Is there any objection tothe 
gentleman from Illinois asking a question? The 
Chair hears none. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. If I understand the resolu- 
tion, it simply affirms that a certain resolution 
was propose d. ; 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. The resolution 
passed the House, and it is now in the Senate. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The question recurring on the demand for the 
yeas and nays, 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM ealled for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WorcESTER 
and Lovesoy were appointed. 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
| 


ayes twenty, aesuflicient number. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 109, nays 16; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold, Babbitt, Joseph 
Baily, Baker, Baxter, Beaman, Biddle, Biugtiam, Francis 
P. Blair, Jacob B. Blair, Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, William 
G. Brown, Buffinton, Burnham, Calvert, Chamberlin, 

| Clark, Cobb, Colfax, Roscoe Coukling, Cooper, Covode, 
Davis, Delano, Diven, Duell, Dunlap, Duun, Edwards, 
Eliot, English, Fenton, Fessenden, Franchot, Frank, 


The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Upon what prin- 
|| ciple not? 
|| The SPEAKER. The resolution itself not 
|| being debatable, a motion to reconsider is not 
|| debatable. 
|| Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. So I presumed ; 
|| but will now move to lay the motion to reconsider 
| upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


SOLDIERS OF 1812. 
| The SPEAKER. The hour of one o’clock 


having arrived, the House will proceed to the 

consideration of the bill set down for this time, 

being the bill reported by the Committee on Mil- 
| itary Affairs, to authorize the raising of a volun- 

teer force for the defense of Kentuck Zz 

Mr. BLAKE. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a resolution. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. [hope the gentleman will 
not consider me as objecting; but the special order 
is very important, and if that bill is to be passed at 
all, | want it passed quickly. 

Mr. BLAKE. It will take but a moment to 
pass the resolution. 

The resolution was read for information, as 

| follows: 

Resolred, That the Committee of Claims be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for the 
| payment of claims of soldiers of the war of 1812, whose 

claims have been audited and certificates issued therefor, 

in pursuance of a law of the State of New York, passed 

April 8, 1859, and report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. FENTON. I donot object to the resolu- 
tion; but I cannot see what the Committee of 
Claims have to do with the subject. The State of 
New York in no formal manner have applied to 
the Government of the United States for the pay- 

| mentof thatclass of claims to which the resolution 
| refers; and the Committee of Claims could hardly 
| act in the premises without the subject, in some 
| such manner, being properly brought before it. 

No objection being made, the resolution was 
received, and referred to the Committee of Claims. 

VOLUNTEER FORCE FOR KENTUCKY. 

The House proceeded to the consideration of 
the special order, which was a bill (H. R. No. 
137) to authorize the raising of a volunteer force 
for the better protection of Kentucky, upon which 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Wickurre} 

| was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Ido not design to dis- 
cuss this bill, unless it is in answer to questions 
by way of explanations. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Ihope, Mr, Speaker, that this 
bill will not receive the sanction of this House. 
In the first place, according to official returns, we 
have a standing Army of between six and seven 
hundred thousand men. I shall not indulge in 
| any criticism in reference to where they are placed 
| or how they are used; but this one fact stands out 
|’ * .¢ the country, that this large aggregate of 
| corce is at the disposal of the Executive; and in 
| my Opinion, it is amply sufficient for all the pur- 

poses of thiswar. Il understand from the state- 
| ment of the gentleman from Kentucky that the 
object of raising these twenty thousand additional 
troops is to place them in the rear of our advan- 
cing Army, taking it for granted that we are to 
| make an advance through the country, which I 
| hope certainly will prove true; and that this force 


| is necessary to be placed in the rear of our Army, 


Gooch, Granger, Grider, Gurley, Hale, Harding, Harrison, || but for what specific purpose is not mentioned. 


Hickman, Uutchinus, Juliane Franeis W. Kellogg, William 
£ 


Kellogg, Knapp, Law, Lazear, Leary, Lehman, Loomis 


Rollins, Sargeaut, Sedgwick, Shanks, Sheffield, Shella 


barger, Sherman, Smith, Spaulding, William G. Steele, 


Stevens, Benjamin F. Thomas, Francis Thomas, Train 


| Worcester, and Wright—109. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, George H. Browne, Frederick A 
Conkling, Cox, Cravens, Haight, Holman, Morris, Noble 
Nugen, Pendleton, Shiel, John B. Steele, Vailandigham, 


Vandever, and Chilton A. White—16. 


| tee on Foreign Affairs. 





Lovejoy, McKnight, McPherson, Mallory, Maynard, Meu- 
|| zies, Mitchell, Moorhead, Justin 8. Morrill, Noell, Odell 
Olin, Patton, Perry, T. G. Phelps, Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, || stated. 

Alexander H. Rice, Johu H. Rice, Richardson, Edward H 


s ti 


| So the resolution was referred to the Commit- 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I rise to a priv- 
ileged question. I move to reconsider the vote 


Perhaps [ am incorrect; I believe it is to suppress 
insurrection—whether it is insurrection among 
| the slaves or among other classes is not distinctly 


' Now, my point is this: I am willing to vote all 
| the men and all the money that are needed in de- 
, || fense of the country, and in defense of true and 


Trimble, Trowbridge, Van Horn, Verree, Wadsworth, Wall, loyal men anywhere within the limits of the Uni- 
| E. P. Walton, Ward, Washburne, Wheeler, Whaley, Al- 


bert S. White, Wickliffe, Wilson, Windom, Woodruff, 


ted States, but I insist that we have more soldiers 
now than ean be used. If we have sixty thousand 
soldiers in Kentucky and thereabouts, advancing, 
>|} and we need twenty thousand more to pretect 
them as they march, or to keep up the line of 
communication, twenty thousand more can be or- 
| dered from the Potomac, or from some other quar- 
ter, for I do not know where all our soldiers are 
| now. 
| I understand that the Secretary of War does 





not deem this force necessary. I hope that will 
be borne in mind by the members when they come 
to vote. The commanding general does not deem 
his force necessary. It has not been asked for 
yi ppropriate officers of the Governm«e nt, and 
therefore, upon the ground that this additional 
force isnotnece uy, we having now more soldiers 
we know what to do with, Iam oppose d to 
Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I desire to ask the 
theman from Llinois question. Did he state 
| information that the Secretary of War 
Commander-in-Chief both have stated 
this force ts not by them deemed to be neces- 
ry: 
Mr.LOVEJOY. Isounderstandit. Iunder- 
stand that that is their opinion. 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. 


rom whom? 


From reliable sources, sir. 


Vir. WICKLIFFE. Did you understand it 
f i either of them individually ? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 1 did, sir. Beyond that, I 
think the mode of raising these troops improper. 
If we need twenty thousand more soldiers, and the 


prope rautharities will say it, I will vote them; but 


1 deem it very undes irable that soldiers shall be 


raised in this mode. In the first place, it is pro- 
posed to enlist them for only twelve months. If we 
enlist soldiers, it should be for the war, or at least 


for a term of three years. I think that our Army 
should be aunit. Lam in favor of abolishing the 
distinction between what is termed the regular 
Army and the volunteer force, and whenever an 
individual is enlisted in the service of the United 
States, let him belong to the one Army of the 
United States. The weakness of the revolution- 
ary army, and the weakness of the army in the 
Mexican war, was that when we needed the sol- 
dier most-their term of service had just expired. 
We have suffered now from the three months’ 
service. Inthe way in which we have carried on 
this war we cannot expect to finish it in twelve 
months, and just at the time we need this force 
in Kentucky their term of service will, perhaps, 
have expired, and it will again bring us into those 
difficulties from which we have suffered before. 
Again: this force, if raised, is to be officered, 
as | understand it, by the military board of Ken- 


tucky. Who that board is, 1 do not know, and 
no one knows. The War Department or the 
general commanding are even to make the briga- 
dier generals of this force, according to the pro- 


visions of this bill. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 


’ 


incorrect 


The gentleman is 
in stating that the military board makes 
the brigadier generals of this force. They are 


made by the President of the United States. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. I read from the bill: 


“The said regiments may be formed into brigades at the 


discretion of the officer in command of the department, and 
the brigadiers to command may be designated from time to 
time by the Department of War, or the general in command 
of the department.” 


that these brigadiers are to be appointed by the 
President, and selected for that service by the 
Department of War. : 

Mr. LOVEJOY. The Department of War or 
the general in command of the department. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The Department of 
War spoken of there means the Department up 
at the other end of the avenue. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. No, it cannot do that, because 
itsays ** the Department of War or the general in 
command of the department;’’ that is, the depart- 
ment of Kentucky, or the western department, 
or whatever it may be. It takes the appointment 
of the brigadier generals out of the hands of the 
Executive and puts itin the hands of the War 
Department, or whoever may be in command of 
the department, 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. It is intended that 
some generals already appointed by the President 
shall be designated. That is the mtention of the 
bill. If the gentleman wishes to make it more 
certain, he can amend the bill. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Well, Mr. Speaker, I am 
opposed to the bill on the grounds I have stated: 
in the first place, that we do not need any addi- 
tional force; that we have more soldiers now than 
we know what to do with; that this is recom- 
mended by no Department of the Government; and 
that the enlistment is fora term of twelve months, 
and not for three years or during the war. I op- 


| are doing very wrong; they are acting very badly. 
| We do not want to go and hunt them up to kill 


pose it also for the reason that I do not know what 
particular purpose or service these troops are to be 
assigned to; itisa wheel within a wheel. Whether 
it is to kes slaves from rising or what not I 
do not but lam opposed to raising any | 
troops that are not regularly enlisted in the Army 
of the United States, to serve anywhere, by whom- 
be commanded. If Kentucky 
needs a force for police or municipal purposes, 
she is abundantly able to raise it. I understand 
that Kansas is following the example of Kentucky 
andis asking twenty thousand men for that State, 
and each State will want a force of its own,‘dis- 
tinct from the regularly enlisted Army of the 
United States. I can see no reason why this bill | 
should pass. I hope it will not; and I shall, at 
the proper time, ask the yeas and nays upon its 
massage, | 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I hope this bill will 
pass, sir, and | will state to my colleague why I 
think it ought to pass. They propose to raise 
twenty thousand troops 1n Kentucky who are fa- 
miliar with all the country there; and the misfor- 
tune that has attended us heretofore has been that | 
we have not been familiar with the country where 
we have had to fight. There are some limitations 
upon the raising of this force. ‘They are to serve 
in Kentueky. ‘They will make the most efficient 
soldiers there. Our base of aperations has got to 
be at Louisville. ‘Twenty thousand troops are 
necessary in order to guard our base and guard 
the line that you have got to advance as you go 
into the rebel States, and these are the best troops 
that you can get to guard that base, and to guard 
that line. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not want my colleague | 
to bring me up to the confessional. It is a very | 
easy matter for him to be very patriotic. He has 
got no brothers, no cousins, no nephews, no rel- 
atives, no friends, that are in the secession move- | 
ment. Some of us, unfortunately, have. They | 


! 
nm the 


KNOW, 


soever they may 


them, but if they come upon our ground, sons or 


| fathers as they may be, they have got to fall. 


| error of the reporter. I stated the other day, when 


sh a ; || as having stated that she has furnished thirty-seven 
Vr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Ofcourse that means 


But my colleague objects to the bill because it 
allows these men to be enlisted for one year. I | 
am not sure, sir, that this is not the best service | 
youcan have. When they remain in service three 
or five years, your men fail and sicken; they are | 
not as good soldiers as they are when they come 
fresh from the work-shop and the field. 1 think 
this force proposed by the gentleman from Ken- | 
tucky is the best force you can have. 1am for 
the bill. I think itis the best thing we can do to 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. Allow me, sir, before I 


say anything in reference to this bill, to correct an 


this bill was under consideration, that Kentucky | 
had furnished more than her proportion of the | 
five hundred thousand troops. I see lam reported 


thousand. I said, or meant to say, twenty-seven 
thousand troops, for three years. That is the 
number she has furnished. 

I do not know how to respond te the statement 
of the gentleman from Illinois, that the Secretary | 
of War and the commanding general are opposed 
to this measure. I have not the pleasure of the 


| acquaintance of the commander-in-chief of the | 


| south. 


| without the concurrence of this body but for one 
fact, and that is that the number of volunteers 
| which the Government was authorized to accept | 
| have already been received, and we are not, in || 
| consequence of that fact, in the position that Mis- | 


Army, General McClellan, but I stated the other 
day that before I introduced this measure to the 
consideration of the Military Committee I had con- 
sulted the Secretary of War, and that I had under- 
stood from him, upon an explanation which I gave, 
that he thoughtsuch a corp8, not exceeding twenty 
thousand men, would be very important to operate 
in Kentucky while the main Army was operating 
With a view, sir, of acting in accordance 
with the Administration upon this subject, I also 
consulted the President of the United States, and 
received from him the approbation not only of 
himself, but also of his Cabinet; he said that he 
thought such a measure very important. It is not 
usual for me, in my conduct as a Representative, 
to consult the Departments upon my own indi- 
vidual action and responsibility how I should be 
governed. I could have had this thing granted 
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souri has been placed in by an Army regulation 
creating a similar force for a similar purpose in 
that State. | deemed it necessary, upon receiving 
an application from the military committee of the 
Legislature of Kentucky, to apply to the Depart- 
ment for the raising of a corps of this kind, and 
to offer a bill to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs and obtain their consent. Ihave, after expla- 
nation and after investigation by them, obtained 
their unanimous vote in favor of it, and I hope it 
will receive the unanimous vote of this House, 
except that of the gentleman from Illinois. I did 
not expect that, because he seems to have an idea 
that this is intended to do something to the ne- 
groes in Kentucky. That is enough for me. 

Now, what are the facts? I stated them the 
otherday. I know not how the Army of the United 
States is stationed. I know not what part of these 
six hundred and sixty thousand men have been 
ordered to the southern ports which we have con- 
quered, and which we hold possession of. 1 know 
not how many may be required to occupy the 
positions of which we have already taken posses- 
sion, and to make further advance into that region 
of country. I see accounts of daily arrivals of 
troops at those ports. 1 know not how many you 
have on this line. I knoe not how many you 
have on the line separating Kentucky from ‘Ten- 
nessee,and in Missouri. But one thing | do know, 
that whenever your Army moves to take posses- 
sion of Columbus—a position seized by the Ten- 
neseeans, and fortified since the last adjournment 
of Congress—you will require every soldier that 
can be brought to bear to take that place and make 
an advance on Tennessee and down the Missis- 
sippi river. 

What is the state of facts now on this subject? 
The general in command there, with a view, as | 
infer, of strengthening his three lines, has called 
from the eastern part of the State the force of Gen- 
eral Nelson and the force of General Thomas. 

3ut before the time they reached the point at 
which they were ordered to congregate, we find— 
if we are to trust to what we see in the newspa- 
pers—a rebel general of Kentucky, General Mar- 
shall, Humphrey Marshall, {A Voice, ‘* Falstaff’’ 
Marshall,] has invaded Kentucky from the Vir- 
ginia line with a very strong force, and there is 
nota Federal soldier within a hundred miles of 
that place. Zollicoffer has fallen back and invaded 
Kentucky near the middle Tennessee line with a 
force, they say, of nine thousand men. Troops 
have been ordered from the main rebel army to 
reinforce the troops on that line near the county 


_of Cumberland, where Zollicoffer is. 
ass it, and pass it at once. || 


What is proposed by the bill under considera- 
tion? Itis, that when the main Army gets ready 
for its operation on Columbus, and to open the nav- 
igation of the Mississippi river, the rear of the 
Army shall be protected, and the people and homes 
of Kentucky defended from inroads from Tennes- 
see and Virginia, on these seven hundred odd miles 
of border line. We think we will not want this 
force longer than twelve months, and that we can 


| raise them—suitable, ready, and prompt, to per- 


form that service. We do not say that they shall 
not serve their country anywhere else. If the 
commanding general deems it necessary that they 


|| shall be moved elsewhere, they will fight where 


/ ever an enemy is to be found; and I will guaran- 


tee that they will do it well, and will not stop to 
inquire whether they must cross the line. 

Vhy is it proposed to limit the term of service 
to one year? Because, as I remarked, I do not 


| believe this force will be needed longer than twelve 


months. There is another reason. There are a 


| great many men in Kentucky, married and single, 


who would be willing to enter into the service of 
the country for twelve months as volunteers, but 
who are not willing to leave their homesand fami- 
lies for three years. This has been fairly tested. 


| When it was first proposed to raise volunteers#or 


three months, it was found impossible to accept all 


|| who offered; but when it was settled that the vol- 


unteers should enlist for a period of three years, 


| there was a remarkable falling off. The twenty- 


seven thousand Kentucky men who are now in 
the Army, to serve for three years or during the 
war, are mostly single men. Some of them, how- 
ever, are married, and in humble circumstances. 
Allow me to say that I enter my protest here, in 
advance, against the idea of the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Lovesoy] of making a regular Army 
out of the six hundred thousand volunteers. 
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never will consent to consolidate that army with 


the regular soldiers of the United States. Never! 
They are my reliance for the preservation of this 





Government. If misfortune should overtake us, 
and if, as has been predicted as one of the con- 
sequences of this rebellion, some ambitious man 
should attempt to turn the Army of the country 
against itself, and to establish a military dictator- 
ship in the United States, I rely on the bone and 
sinew of these six hundred thousand men and 
their commanders to stand by the Constitution 
and liberties of the country and maintain the Gov- 
ernment as itis. Make them all regular soldiers, 
and we do not know what may be the conse- 
quences. . 

I am not in favor of increasing the expenses of 
the Army unnecessarily. The gentleman from 
Illinois seems to think that we have enough of 
soldiers already. ] suppose he thought so when 
he was at Bull Run. But he found he was mis- 
taken. He was there, and saw that we had not 
enough. When the Army marches with a view 
of carrying out the plan of the campaign, I do not 
want that it shall have to leave one tenth of its 
force behind to pretect the base of operations. It 
is unfortunately our destiny that Kentucky is to 
be the base of operations in this campaign; and 
unless [am mistaken in the signs of the times, 
the first decisive battle that is to be fought in this 
campaign against the rebel army will be fought 
on Kentucky soil, while you are playing the game 
of “in and out’? here on the Potomac river. I 
want that this Kentucky force shall be organized 
to protect the carrying of the necessary supplies 
and to preserve the peace of the State. I read an 
account this morning of the march of a rebel com- 
pany at Bagdad, in the district of my colleague, 
who are dragging in the Union men of Shelby 
county, Kentucky, to make them take an oath to 
support Davis’s government, A few men were 
senttotake them; butthey were notstrongenough, 
and had to call for reinforcements, [suspect there 
is fightungat Bagdad now between the rebel forees 
got up there on the spur of the occasion aud the 
few troops brought from Louisville. 

The foree now asked for is to be used as an aid 
to the mata body; and althougli itis to be enlisted 
for twelve months only, my idea is that Kentuc- 
kians will not stop to say that their time is ex- 
pired, and that they will go home. 1 will pledge 
my honor to my friend from Illinois that he need 
not be afraid of a negro insurrection in the State 
of Kentucky. We will take care of our servants 
there, if he will only just let them alone. 

Mr. STEVENS. _Lrise for the purpose of stat- 
ing the reason why 1 must vote against this bill. 
It is estimated for by no Department of the Gov- 
ernment, It is called for by no Department of the 
Government. I think that if this House mean 
that the war shall be carried on to a successful 
termination, it must be done in such an econom- 
ical manner as that the people shall not become 
alarmed, and that it shall not have to be aban- 
doned before itis finished. The only way to guard 
against that is to use economy, and to restrain the 
expenditures of the Government within all possi- 
ble bounds, consistent with carrying it on prop- 
erly. 

Now, sir, the House ought to know something 
about what it will be called upon to appropriate, 
according to the estimates sent tous. ‘The Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means will have to report a 
deficiency bill, even after Congress appropriating 
$318,000,000 last July. Weshall have to appro- 
priate from one hundred and sixty to two hun- 
dred and fourteen million dollars more to make 
up the deficiencies for this fiscal year. We shall 
also have to reporta bill making an appropriation 
of $413,000,000 for next year. We will thus have 
to appropriate more than six hundred million dol- 
lars, without the additiof of a single dollar beyond 
what is estimated for. Now, sir, that in itself is 
alarniiag. I confess Ido not see how, unless the 
expenses are greatly curtailed, this Government 
can possibly go on over, six months. If we go 
On increasing expenses, as we have been doing, 
and as we propose to do by this bill, the finances, 
not only of the Government but of the whole coun- 
try must give way, and the people will be involved 
in one general bankruptcy and ruin. 

Now what does this bill propose todo? We 

ave already in the field an army of six hundred 
thousand men. 


of these are in Kentucky, constituting the com- 


i} 


I am told that cighty thousand || 
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mand of General Buell. If that be not « nough, 
it is most remarkable that out of the six hundred 


be spared to guard Kentucky. 


= J Yi } 
I had hoped that Kentucky was not in so much | 
danger. We had a rose-colored view of the state 


of affairs in Kentucky in the President’s message. 
He informed us that Kentucky had made such 
yrogress that she was now able to take care of 
ety We were told that Missouri was in the 
same category, and would never more be over- 
run. We were told the same thing in respect to 
Maryland. But now itseems to be thought that 
unless there is a continued military occupation of 
Kentucky, when the Army of the country has 
driven the enemy from the State, her own citi- 
zens would not be sufficient to guard her. Sir, if 
| they be not sufficient, let her have as many more 
troops as she calls for. In God’s name, I would 
notexpose Kentucky toany danger. I had never 
supposed there was any such danger there as that 
suggested by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
Lovesoy.] Butif there be any danger that the 
troops there are not sufficient to guard the State 


after the enemy has been driven off, let the Gov- | 


| ernment order just as many more as Kentucky 
| requires. I can well understand how, if the troops 

are withdrawn, there will be an immediate rising 
| ofthe rebelsthere. I have no doubt that if our 


| Army were to be withdrawn from Maryland, she | 


would be thrown into secession in a week. I do 
not believe anything about the loyalty ofthe Mary- 
land people. I do not know how it is that Mary- 
land has seven regiments in the service of the 
| United States and none in the rebel service. I do 
not understand where the President gets his facts 
which he states in this respect. 
been misled. 


| hallucination of mind upon this subject, as fatal as 


that of Samson under the manipulations of Delilah. 
But, sir, as | said before, if they want more | 


troops in Kentucky, let more be sent. | under- 
stand there are six hundred and sixty thousand 
men under arms somewhere. I do not 
where they are. I do not see their footsteps. I 
do not see thew tracks. I know they are lying 
| about somewhere, where they can be very well 
spared. They are doing nothing. 
sent into Kentucky to guard the country there 
while our troops are marching beyond that State. 


| shall be raised of twenty thousand men. We are 
| asked that the President shall exercise over them 
a power, which by the Constitution is conferred 
| alone upon Congress, to impose rules and regu- 
lations in regard to the composition of that force, 
that he may convert these twenty thousand men 
from infantry to mounted rifles. 
know what those twenty thousand men will cost 


they will cost $20,000,000. If they are mounted 
men, you,all know, whe are familiar with the op- 


mounted men costs $1,500,000 a year. Lask this 
House if they are prepared to add to the burdens 
their constituents now have upon them,and which 
they must bear, twenty or thirty million dollars 
a year more, unless there is some imperative 
necessity for it?) [cannotdoit. Unless such a 
necessity be shown, | cannot vote for this bill. 
As I said before, there is no call by the Admin- 
istration for these troops. 1 do not doubt what 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. WickuirFre] 


am not blaming him for asking the passage of this 
| bill; but if the Department require these twenty 
thousand additional troops let them send a requi- 
sition here showing there is a necessity for them, 
and for adding twenty or thirty million dollars to 
our annual expenses, and to the public burdens, 
and I shall reluctantly vote for it. But until then, 
although I have the highest respect for the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, and for the Committee 
on Military Affairs, yet I cannot vote one dollar 
for another troop to be raised beyond the six hun- 
dred and sixty thousand now in the field wntil the 
necessity is shown by some one further than it 
has yet been shown. While I am reluctant to vote 
| against any bill which the gentleman from Ken- 





| tucky desires, | cannot bring it within the line of i 
duty, asl regard it, to vote for this bill. If he will |! 
urge the Department and the Commander-in-Chief 


‘| to send troops now in service into his State | hope 


and sixty thousand now in the field,enough cannot | 


I believe he has 1} 
I believe he is laboring under a | 


know 


Let them be || 


jut now we are asked that a novel kind of force | 


Do gentlemen | 


| the Government for a year? If they are infantry, | 


erations of this Government, that a regiment of || 


Says is true as to the statement made to him re- | 
specting the views of the War Department, and I | 
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they will gratify him, and I have no doubt they 

will gratify him. I have no doubt his recommend 

ations will have that potency which they ought 
| to have, But for Heave n’s suke do not let us ro 
| on piling mountains upon mountains of debt and 
taxation, until the nation itself is finally destroyed 
in the operations ef this war. 

Mr. DUNLAP. I desire, in the few words I 
shall utter on the present occasion, to speak in 
behalf of Kentucky also. The gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Lovesoy] took occasion to allude to 
Kentucky’s neutrality in a manner which indi- 
cated that that neutrality was not of a loyal char- 
acter. I desire to say to him, and to this House, 
that the Union men of Kentucky, who have twice 
in the last summer voted, by a very large major- 
ity over all opposition in that State, in favor of 
maintaining our position within the Union, ever 
entertained the idea of such a neutrality as has 
been attributed to them outside of this House and 
upon this floor. The secessionists of Kentucky 
regarded the neutrality of that State as of this 
character; they denied even to the Government 
| of the United States the right to enter upon the 
soil of the State with an armed force. They de- 
clared that any such conduct would be a breach 
| of our neutrality. If the forces of the so-called 
| southern confederacy entéred upon our soil, that, 
too, would constitute a breach of neutrality in the 
estimation of the secession party of that State. 

The neutrality of the Union men of the State 
never denied the right of the Government of the 
United States to enter upon the soil of Kentucky, 
|| at any time, for the purpose of protection, or for 
the purpose of sustaining the Government. When 
the camp within my own county—camp Dick 
Robinson—was organized, it was organized by 
the forces of the General Government, to be sus- 
| tained by the General Government for the purpose 

of maintaining Kentucky in the Union as one of 
these States. 

Mr. Speaker, I am attempting to represent the 
| sixth congressional districtof Kentuck y,a district 
which constitutes one seventh the territory of the 
State, although the population is sparse in every 
portion of it. We border upon the Cumberland 
Gap. At that point General Zollicoffer, with 
seven thousand Tennessee troops, entered upon 
|| the soil of Kentucky, devastating the country as 
|| he passed through it. But before he had passed 
the Gap the citizens of my district had sent forth 
to camp Dick Robinson a regiment of men, leav- 
ing their families unprotected and but scantily pro- 
vided for. While they were in camp the Tennes 
sce troops entered the State, devastating the coun 
try everywhere, and cutting off all supplies from 
the families of the men in the Union army. Not- 
withstanding their unprotected condition, the peo 
| ple in my section of the State remained true to 
their loyalty; and, without instituting invidious 
comparisons, | a safely say that no partof th 
State has organized more troops and sent them 
forth to preserve Kentucky in her position in this 
Union, under the Constitution of the Republic. 

At camp Wild Cat, with the assistance of two 
or three Ohio regiments and one Indiana regiment, 
we encountered General Zollicoffer with his army 
of seven thousand, The victory on our part was 
complete. The enemy abandoned his encamp 
ment and fled from the State. 

No sooner was that done than General Thomas, 
the commanding officer in that vicinity of Ken- 
tucky, believing that there was no necessity for 
retaining the forces longer at camp Wild Cat, 
withdrew them for the purpose of strengthening 
|| the Union army in another portion of the State. 
When the withdrawal had taken place, however, 
| the same forces which first appeared upon our soil 

suddenly returned and recommenced the work of 

devastation in our country. And to such an ex- 

tent have they carried the work that the families 
| of Union men in that portion of the State are left 
wholly unprovided for the coming winter. 

Is there then no necessity to protect Kentucky? 
She is a border State. She is to be the battle- 
field of the coming contest, which may take place 
at any hour. She has been known in the past as 
** the dark and bloody ground,’’and in the future, 
and that not far distant, she is promised to have 
that appellation renewed upon her soil. We want 
a force to defend that border State in this warfare. 
When your armies pass over her border, con- 
| quering as they go, into Tennessee—and I believe 
they will be in Tennessee im the next ten days— 
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there will be left opportunity for marauding par- 
tics to invade us and to devastate and destroy our 
property, unles such measure as this is 
adopted. To protect that border, which will be 
left unprotected when the army of the Union has 


some 


left it, we demand only this pittance, that Ken- 
tucky shall be pe rmitted to raise this force herself. 
It is to protect her own people. That much is due 


at least to Kentuc ky for her loyalty and service 
to the Government. 

And in this state of the case we ask but little. 
Kentucky is as true as any State in this Union; 

nd I believe that when you propose to vote 
against this bill, you again spread as it were dev- 
tation over the border. My district has raised 
iree regiments for the Government, and fractional 
companies 


+} 
of a fourth regiment, constituting one 


venth part of the force necessary to make up Ken- 


tucky’s quota of the five hundred thousand men 
oted for this war by ¢ ress. True itis that we 
commencedata late hour, yet when I left home the 


j 


consolidation of regiments throughout the State 
pleted. We then had twenty- 
six thousand four hundred and sixty-two crallant 
:in the field in the cause of the Union—to 
defend and protect Union people. She will with 


had been almost com 


soldier 


alacrity send forth the twenty thousand men asked 
by this bill for home consumption first, and then 
for the border contest. When we have driven the 

sionists from our limits, these twenty thou- 


nd men will follow the twenty-six thousand 


tlready in the field, to fight for the Union any- 
where their services may be needed. Will you 
deny us this poor pittance? We propose to raise 
this force ourselves, and not to ask for it to be sent 
from anothes portion of this country. 

And let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, that Ken- 
tucky is true and loyal to the Government and to 
the Union under any circumstances. She cannot 
be driven out of this Union. She intends to re- 
main trae and loyal. She was the first State that 
joined the Union after the formation of the Con- 

titution, and she will le the last to leave it. We 

only ask the help of the Government to protect us 
in this emergency, and in order to preserve our 
identity in this Union. 

Mr. DIVEN. Mr. Speaker, [ wish to advert 
briefly to the argument employed by the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens] against 
this bill—that is, in to the enormous 
expenses that this country is incurring, and his 
unwillingness to add to that ¢ xXpense under any 
contingency. Sir, this country is 
far in this war to recede. 


reference 


‘ advanced too 
It will not do to make 

lculations as to whether the expenses now run- 
ning against the Government can be endured for 
two or three years. The expenses that are rolling 
up daily and monthly must be terminated? How 
terminated ? By withdrawing our troops, dis- 
banding our armies, and giving up this struggle? 
Who would thus terminate this expense? No, 
sir, that is not the way. There is but one determ- 


mation as 
hall be abridged. It is by going through with 
what we have undertaken. ‘This rebellion must 
be put down, and put down speedily, or it will 
wear out the resources of the country. In decid- 
ing, therefore, whether I will vote for this addi- 
tional expense or not, | will be controlled by the 
fact whether this rebellion will sooner be put down 
by my giving than by my withholding my vote. 
Let it be made apparent that by this additional 
force in Kentucky this rebellion can be subdued 
one month sooner than by withholding it, and it 
can be shown that no better economy can be em- 
jloyed than by the expenditure of this money in 
Kewcky. Suppose it will be $10,000,000 addi- 
tional expense, or $20,000,000, and that it will end 
this rebellion one month sooner, why we will then 


o the manner in which this expense | 
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however, in order to obviate one objection which | 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. I expect that the same 


has been urged against this bill, to strike out the 
word ** temporarily,’’ in the tenth line of the first 
section. 

The SPEAKER. The amendmentis not now 
in order, except by unanimous consent. 
Mr. BINGHAM. There will be no objection 

to it when I have made an explanation. 
Obj. ction was made. 
The SPEAKER. The bill has been engrossed, 


| and read the third time, and the question now is 


on its passage. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Mr. Speaker, although I 
thought this bill objectionable when I first heard 
it, yet I hesitated to oppose it as it occurred to me 
that it might look as though I was opposing it 
because it happened to come from a slave State. 
In regard to the remark of the gentleman from 
Kentucky, it reminds me of Sterne, who called 
the Papal que stion his Cheshire cheese. He said 
that whenever he was hard up for the close of a 
sermon, as he could always eke out a scant din- 
ner by Cheshire cheese and brown bread, so he 
could always finish a sermon by a fling at the 
Papists. When these gentlemen on the other side 
are hard pushed for anargument, they havea sneer 
for the negro. [Laughter.] But it has no terror 
for me, It has been tried once or twice this ses- 
sion. It has been tried ever since I have been a 
member upon this floor; and I say to the gentle- 
men as the old Roman said: ‘* Contempsi Catiline 
gladios; non pertimescam tuos.’’ 1 have fought 
this from the bottom. I have met these questions 
before the people, and I thank God that I am not 
particularly intimidated by any Representative of 
the people. I come here with a larger majority 


| than nine tenths of the gentlemen representing 


slaveholding districts have votes. Ifany gentle- 
men expect me to vote to carry on this war in the 
interest of thirty thousand slaveholders, as we 
have administered the Government for more than 
a quarter of a century in the interest of three hun- 
dred thousand, they are mistaken. I will carry 
on the war to put down rebellion, and slavery 
must take care of itself. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. But will you let us alone? 

Mr.LOVEJOY. ITassure those ventlemen that 
so long as they throw out these sneers against 
anti-slavery they will have sneer for sneer,a Ro- 
land for an Oliver. I have never stood in awe of 
the slave-whip, and I never expect to tremble at 
it. Itis pitiful to court a grin when one should 
present an argument. | will say to the gentleman 
from Kentucky that I was at Bull Run, but I did 
not run.e 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I did not charge the gen- 
tleman with running, I only said he was there. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Yes, sir, ] was there; andit 
was not for the want of soldiers that we did not 
succeed, for our soldiers fought well. It was for 
the reason that some of our officers were not com- 
petent, and one of them was drunk, so that the 
soldiers were not brought into action. General 
Richardson made this charge; and what was the 
finding of the court-martial? The first finding 
was, that General Richardson was justified in 
making the charge or statement as to drunken- 
ness; second, that they found no evidence that 


the officer was drunk; and thirdly, having no time 


save $30,000,000, for IL believe that the current |! 


expenditures of the Government are $30,000,000 
a month, The question with me is, whether the 
granting this further appropriation to raise this 
increase of our Army will hasten one hour the 
crashing out of this rebellion. It will not do, sir, 
for men to stop to study their arithmetic in order 


to determine whether we can endure this expense | 


for five years. We must not continue this war 
for one year longer. It must be ended within the 
"ext six months, and every effort that is neces- 
sary for the country to put forth to end it speedily 
must be put forth. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
desire to obstruct the passage of the bill. I move, 


| would like to ask the gentleman from Kentucky 


to pursue the investigation further, they recom- 


mended that the court-martial be indefinitely post- || 


pone d. 

But I come back to the point. There is one 
statement or argument which has not been an- 
swered; and that is, that we have force enough 
without raising any additional force. We already 
have soldiers enough to place in Kentucky, and 
to perform the service contemplated in this bill. 
That statement has not been controverted. The 
question then comes back, why raise twenty thou- 
sand additional soldiers when you do not need 
them? The question has not been answered, and 
it cannot be answered. Perhaps I do not under- 
stand the provisions of this bill; but it says, * to 
be employed within the limits of Kentucky, in 
repelling invasion, suppressing insurrection, and 
guarding and protecting the public eas I 


| from whom this insurrection in Kentucky is an- 


ticipated? What class of men in that State is it 

expected will get up this insurrection? 
Mr. WICKLIFFE. Shall I answer the gen- | 

tleman now? 


Mr. LOVEJOY. Yes, sir. 


OBE. 


j 


December 16, 





| will still continue to do so in Kentucky. Besides 
| that, we want to keep out insurrectionists that 
come from other States. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I ask the gentleman whether 
any such have invaded the State? 

Mr. WICKLIFFE, Ihave already stated that 
nine thousand men under one leader, and some- 
thing like three thousand under another, have 
already invaded the State. In this statement [| 
exclude those now on the south side of the Green 
river. 1 stated that the same region of coun- 
try over which General Nelson drove Williams’s 
command, is said now to be invaded by Virginia 
troops and Kentucky secessionists, united. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Still it seems to me that this 

| is simply a police force for Kentucky, forthe lan- 
guage Is, ** suppressing insurrection, and guarding 
and protecting public property.’? LI suppose that 
does not mean the property of the United States, 
nor the property of the State of Kentucky; but 
| the property of individuals all over the State. 
Now we cannot undertake to place a soldier to 
guard every item of property fll over the United 
States. Thirty thousand men were recalled from 
southwestern Missouri on the very ground that 
we could not guard the property of every Union 
| man in Missouri; and that the services of those 
soldiers were needed for fighting these contem- 
plated battles in Kentucky. 

But there is another objection to the bill, and 
that is, that at the discretion of the commander 

| this force may be turned into mounted riflemen. 
It can be transformed into that arm of the ser- 
vice which, as we all know, is the most expen- 
sive, and of which we have a superabundance 
already. 

But [ will not prolong this debate. Whatever 
gentlemen may suppose, I have no feeling what- 
/ever upon this subject. [ am ready to guard and 
protect every true loyal man; every man any- 
where who loves the Union more than he loves 
slavery. Iam willing to extend to them the pro- 
tection of all the power of the United States, 
whether in Kentucky, Missouri, or any other 
State. Iam willing to vote in good faith all the 
men and all the money needed to put down this 
rebellion; but I am not willing to vote $30,000,000 
to raise twenty thousand men who are not needed, 
and when we have even more men already than 
we know what to do with, and when we can tale 
twenty thousand from this city and place them in 
Kentucky without missing them. We all know 
that the city is overflowing with soldiers. Let 
some of these men be transferred into Kentucky 
or elsewhere. 

Mr. WRIGHT. This bill has received the 
thorough attention and investigation of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. It is no project of 
law sentin atahazard. It was introduced by the 
' gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Wickuirre, | 

and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
| Now, while I do not pretend to say that because 
a measure comes from the hands of a committee 
it must necessarily pass, that fact certainly does 
furnish to the House at least one reason why we 
ought to consider a bill thus presented. As this 
bill was originally offered by the gentleman from 
Kentucky, it did, as stated by the gentleman from 
Illinois, partake in a great measure of the char- 


spirit that has got up an insurrection everywhere, 


|| acter of a police measure for the protection of the 


| State of Kentucky; but because it did contain 
those features, the Committee on Military Affairs 
raised objections to it, and they would not report 
it to this House unless it had incorporated init a 
| provision by which that force might be used in 
| the regular service whenever the commanding 
| general of the force should think it expedient and 
proper, Therefore the troops raised will partake 
not only of the character of a police regulation tor 
the protection of the people of Kentucky, but tt 
| will also be auxiliary to the Army of the Unit d 
| States, and can be used assuch. The gentleman 


| who originally offered this bill to the House ac- 


| cepted that modification. It was carefully consid- 
| ered, and the bill comes here not from a majority, 
| of the committee, but by the unanimous vote of 
| the committee. And it comes here for what I 
| regard as the very best of reasons; and that is, 
| that the Government shall not call upon the bor- 
| der State of Kentucky to furnish twenty-seven 
ber men to fill up the ranks of the regular 

Army, and take them out of the State, and thus 
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themselves from inroads made by internal and | 
external foes. Kentucky has behaved throughout 
this whole contest with great magnanimity as well 
as loyalty. She has not only furnished her full 
quota of men for the regular service, but I am 
informed that her Legislature has also assumed 
her quota of the public money to be raised under 
the tax law which passed during the last session 
of Congress. | am so informed, and if not correct 


rive them at home of the power of protecting || 


Mr. LOVEJOY. I would ask the gentleman 
if he is in favor of enlisting all the men who offer 
their services to the United States? 

Mr. WRIGHT. Iam in favor of making the 
Army just so large as will secure to a certainty 
the existence and life of this Government. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Has the gentleman ascer- 
tained the number necessary for that purpose? 


Mr. WRIGHT. No, sir; [have notthat power, 


| nor has the gentleman from Illinois, nor has any 


I wish to be set right. Having then furnished || 


her full quota of men, and assumed to pay her full 
share of the public burdens in the way of taxa- 
tion, and there being a probability, as the gentle- 
man from Kentucky says, that her territory will 
be the great battle-eround of this war, is there any 
good, sound reason why she should not have the 
privilege of raising twenty thousand men of her 
own people, from her own borders, to meet the 
greatemergency which may arise during the prog- 
ress of this war. 

It is true that the men raised under the pro- 
visions of this bill are not to be called into the 
regular service unless that service requires them; 
but if the great battle which is to determine the 
question whether the Government is to exist or 
not, is to be fought in Kentucky or in the vicinity 
of Kentucky, | think the time may come when 
we shall be very glad to avail ourselves of this 
force raised by ‘Kentucky, and composed of the 
kind and character of men that we learn it is to be, 
the flower of the youth of the State. Kentucky, 
from her border position, unless she is fully and 
thoroughly protected, may be in the position that 
Virginia occupies to-day in regard to the General 
Government, and I do not believe that there is a 
loyal man within the sound of my voice in this 
Hall who would wish to see the soil of Kentucky 
trampled upon and laid waste to the same extent 
that the soil of Virginia is to-day; and while the 
one has a claim to your consideration, the other, 
as toa portion of her territory at least, has buta 
doubtful title to any such claim to consideration. 
Virginia has forfeited, by her bad faith to the 
Government, that protection which, under other 
circumstances, she might have had a right to de- 
mand. She has followed her idols, and they have 
led her to unutterable ruin. 

The bill does not provide, let me say, for the 
raising of twenty thousand men, but for a number 
not to exceed twenty thousand. It may be ten 
or fifteen thousand, orany number short of twenty 
thousand, and that, as I understand itgis to be left 
to the discretion of the Legislature of Kentucky, 
or, perhaps, of this Government. , 

Now, Mr. Speaker, Kentucky having assumed 
the position that she has assumed in this great 
struggle that engages all our attention and enlists 
all our feelings, shall we deny her this boon when 
she offers to send her own sons into the service? 


The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Lovesoy] says 


that we are getting too many men mustered into 
the service. Sir, we may, perhaps, require, be- 
fore we are through with it, double the number 
1f men we have now; and when these men can 
be brought into the service by voluntary enlist- 
ment, how much better it is than to resort to a 
conscription or levy to bring men into the field. 
Atone period, fora whole month, the Executive of 
Pennsylvania supposed that we would have to 
resortto adraft in Pennsylvania in order to make 
up our quota of troops. The times since then 
have changed. ‘The war has been carried vigor- 
ously on upon the borders, It is true that our 
army of two hundred thousand encamped in the 
vicinity of this city is holding the secession army 
here in check, and the enemy dare not leave their 
position as long as McClellan’s marshaled hosts 
remain here. It is true that we have somewhat 
changed our plans. We have sent our fleets upon 
the ocean. We have made conquests upon the 


coast. We have made an effort to send our ar- | 


mament down the Mississippi. ‘These acts have 
given courage and hope to the country, and men 


have rushed into the ranks, so that the day has 


passed by, in my opinion, when we shall have to | 


resort to a conscription or levy. In this view of 
things, when you find an army who are willing 
to come to your standard without any resort to 
law or to any expedient of the kind, tell me upon 
what principle will you turn your backs upon that 
army and say we have no service for you? Who 
has solved the great question at this time of day 
that our Army is too large? 


officer of the Departments, nor has the President, 
nor any other man or association of men. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. The question still comes back 
whether, in the opinion of the gentleman, itis best 
for the House to go on and €nlist without any 
limit all who offer themselves, for that seems to 
be the argument of the gentleman. If we do not 
know how many we need, must we go on enlist- 
ing an indefinite number? 

Mr. WRIGHT. No, sir; I do not propose 
that the House shall be the general, but the gen- 
tleman from Illinois during the very last week 
proposed to substitute this House as the general 
in command ofthe Army, and if he has forgotten 
it, I will tell him how and wherein he proposed 
it. He offered a resolution here rescinding one 
of the orders that had been made by General Hal- 
leck, and I suppose upon the principle that he 
understood the duties of the campaign better than 
the commanding general did himself. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 1 think it very possible. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Now, sir, I do not propose 
that the House shall be the general with regard 
to the maneuvers of the Army upon the field; but 
I do propose that the Commons here, in their 
places, shall furnish the ways and means and the 
men to carry onthe war. That comes within our 
province. We arethe judges as to what number 
of men, and what amount of money is required. 
I take it that the members of this House, and of 
the other branch of Congress, are the sole judges 
of that question. 

Sir, if this war is conducted upon legitimate 
principles, I have no fears in regard to its result. 
If you will confine yourst If to the proclam ition 
of Abraham Lincoln, issued on the 19th of April 
last, when he made his appeal to the people of 
this country, saying that he wanted an army to 
put down insurrection and rebellion, and to pro- 
tect the rights of property and the rights guaran- 
tied by the Constitution to the States—if gentle- 
men will but adhere to the principles contained 
in that proclamation, there is no danger with re- 
gard to the result of the war, with the number of 
troops we now have in the field. But if it be the 
desire and the plan to change the object of the 
war, and make it a war for emancipation, I can 
tell those gentlemen who hug the negro so closely 
to their bosoms that they do it at the hazard of 
the very life and existence of the Government 
itself. I do not pretend to say whether the gen- 
tleman from Illinois be of that party or not. If 
gentlemen will confine themselves even to the 
principles of the message which the President 
sentin at the opening of this session, we need 
have no fear with regard to the result; but, as the 
gentleman from New York [Mr.Sreexe] observed 
the other day, I repeat, if you change the object 
and principle of the war, yourparalyze the bravery 
of the Army; you present another question; you 
presenta divided North and a South united. That 
would be the effect of such a change of policy. It 
is a war for the supremacy of the Constitution 
and laws, and the honor of the flag, and not for 
the emancipation of slaves. I believe that it is 
the sworn duty of this Government to accept all 
the men who offer to come to our standard for 
that purpose, as these twenty thousand men seek 
to enlist under our standard in Kentucky, and to 
make our ranks formidable. I believe that we 
already have a well-disciplined Army. 

I have confidence in the commanding general 
who has been put at the head of this great Army 
of six hundred thousand men, I have great con- 
fidence also in the generals subordinate to him. 
But let the ranks be filled, and let it be shown to 
the people of the South, to the men who are en- 
gaged in secession, that our Army is, indeed, 
‘fan army with banners.’? That Army, disci- 
plined as it is now being disciplined, can march 
on to the accomplishment of its work, and there 
is no power that can prevent its success unless 
you undertake to change its object, and say that 
it is marching for the emancipation of slaves in- 





stead of the protection of the Government and its 
Constitution. This Army was called into the 
field to protect the Government, and when the 
President issued his proclamation, how nobly did 
the response come up from all parts of the loyal 
States to that appeal? Six hundred thousand men 
in arms answered within a period of six months; 
an Army has been brought into the field larger 
than the great Napoleon ever commanded, and as 
brave, during his brilliant career; that Army was 
brought into the field, as the proclamation called 
it into the field, to protect the Government, to put 
down secession, and crush out the rebellion. Let 
that issue be maintained, and [ tell you that the 
destiny of rebellion is sealed; itis sealed forever, 
No, sir, I am not one of those who would for my 
life change the principle on which the war was 


inaugurated, for it has assumed now such formid 
able dimensions that we musteall ita war. That 
IS NOW its proper and legitimate name. Itisa 
war, and one of vast dimensions; and in its issue 


is involved the cause of freedom—of the power ot 
man for self-government. The time for calling it 
rebellion has gone by. The time for calling it 
secession has gone by. It is war; and so we must 
regard it. The dictates of humanity require that 
the Government shall now adopt a system in re- 
gard to the exchange of prisoners. 

But I have deviated somewhat from the course 
which [ intended to pursue when I rose to ad- 
dress the House in regard to the bill introduced 
by my venerable friend from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Wickuirre.] But 1 have one word more to say 
to the House by way of an appeal. When the 
whole Kentucky delegation—and I believe every 
district in the State is represented on this floor— 
comes forward to press upon Congress the adop- 
tion of this measure, if you turn your back upon 


Mthem, you do the great State they represent a 


grieyous wrong. You turn your back upon your 
best friend—a friend that stood by you in the 
darkest period of the rebellion. You do that which 

prudence, justice, right, and honor alike forbid, 

Pass this bill. It has received the sanction of the 
Military Committee. It has the unanimous sup- 
port and recommendation of those gentlemen who 
represent the State of Kentucky. That is another 
reason why it should pass. 1 entertain the hope 
that we will hear no more objections urged against 
this bill on the ground of expense or of expe- 
diency. Look it in the face as a truly national 
measure, for the benefit of a truly national State. 
Let us give Kentucky what she wants in this par- 
ticular, what the Government does not pretend to 
deny to her, and what I think the good sense and 
generous feeling of this House will freely grant 
to her. The honorable and patriotic course of her 
statesmen demands that this boon should be con- 
ceded. She isloyal, and her demand for the pro- 
tection of her people is imperative. It must not, 
it shall not, be denied them. The voices of Crir- 
TENDEN and Wick.uirre have too often resounded 
in these halls, on the side of the Union and the 
Constitution, to fall unheeded and unnoticed now. 
The people of that gallant State have responded 
nobly to the demands of the Government; they 
are entitled alike to our consideration and our grat 

itude. She is of us and with us; and for one, I 
am ready and willing to link the destiny of my 
own native Keystone with the fortunesand chances 
of Kentucky. If it be our destiny to fall in the 
great struggle for human liberty and republican 
government, so be it. Where the loyal men for 
the Government and the Constitution are, there 


| itis my hope to be, and with them may my l!ot 


be cast. The bill is right and just, and no candid, 
considerate man should cast his vote against it. 
Mr. HICKMAN. There can be no differs 

of opinion, I apprehend, with regard to the rights 
of Kentucky in this war. She is entitled to th 
same safeguards as any other State in the Fed ral 
Union; but she is entitled to no more. I know 
of no reason why the war should be conducted 
on different principles or in a different manner in 
a border State from those on which the war is 
conducted in any other State. Her pgpple may 
be loyal. They stand, then, on an eqiality with 
the loyal people of other portions of the Union. 
They may be in danger. So are the people of 
other sections. Iam not willing to accord to her 
any immunities be yond those which shall be en- 
joyed by any other portion of the American peo- 
ple. If they are loy il, they are no more so than 
others. If they are bound to sustain the Federal 
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compact, no greater obligation rests on them than 
resis 

Now, sir, my objection to this bill rests mainly 
rround, and that is that Kentucky 


on othe I 


on a sine 
demands adifferent military system and a different 
military establishment from that which has been 
tituted bylaw. The President of the United 
, under his proclamations and messages, has 
given to us his advice, and we have acted mainly 
cordance with the thus given. We 
raised volunteers to the number recommend- 
ed by him for the period of three years, or during 
the war. Kentucky, not differing from other 
States, as | apprehend—for I do not conceive that 
it makes any especial difference whether the war 
be waged within the border or within the middle 
States—-asks for herself a system peculiar to her- 
self. She: 


col 
State 
in at advice 
h ive 


asks that volunteers shall be raised for 
the period of a single year, and yet that she shall, 
atthe same time, constitute a portion of the Federal 
Army, or of the volunteer forces. 


It is also pro- 
vided in this bill that 


the volunteers raised shall 
not be re quired to serve outside the limits of the 
State, except temporarily. It is not difficult to 
conceive that under the plan here proposed a dif- 
ferent system is to be set up with reference to the 
volunteers in Kentucky from that which prevails 
with reference to other volunteers. 

An inquiry here would be very natural, as it 
strikes me it would be entirely proper; why should 
Kentucky be separated from other portions of the 
Union, and have for herself a different system? 
Why should she not throw herself, as the other 
States of the Union have thrown themselves, on 
the Federal Army for the defense and protection 
she needs? Is there any reason for this? Is 
there any peculiarity in the condition of Kentucky 
which should give to her that which should not 
be given toany other State in the Union? 
not Pennsylvania or New York or Maine ask for 
herself that volunteers should be raised for her 
people, and confined within her State limits, ex- 
cepting that they might be called out temporarily 
for service beyond the border? 

Mr.WRIGHT. Will my colleague permit me 
to ask him a question? Does he not think there 
is more necessity for having a force for special 
defense in the State of Kentucky than there is in 
Pennsylvania, which is not a border State? 

Mr. HICKMAN. Lam willing to admit that 
there may be a necessity for a larger military force 
to be stationed in Kentucky than in Pennsylva- 
nia But the interrogatory of my colleague does 
not reach the objection which I make. | inquire 
of my colleague whether there is a necessity, 
and if so what, fora military system in Kentucky 
different from that in Pennsylvania and every 
other State? That point has not been raised be- 
fore, as I believe, or at least it certainly has not 


swer it, he does notanswer the objection to the bill. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I think that, with my col- 
league’s permission, Lcananswerit. I know that, 
as a general rule, there should be a system appli- 
cable toall partsofthe country. But at the same 
time the gentleman must be aware that itis arule 
that there are exceptions to all rules; and if ever 
there was an exception to a rule, it is the case of 
Kentucky to-day. A border State, she has an 
enemy within her borders attempting to destroy, 
not only her own government, but the Govern- 
ment which protects us all. Therefore I say to 
my colleague, and say it in good faith, that there 
is a reason which operates to-day with regard to 
Kentucky which has not yet operated with regard 
to any other State since the commencement of the 
war. The same state of things may have existed 
in Maryland, or may have existed in Missouri, 
I think my colleague should be satisfied that I have 
answered his question, and that there is force in 
the answer. 

Mr. HICKMAN. Mr. Speaker, if Kentucky, 
by reason of her position, stands in greater peril 
than other States, that is an additional reason why 


this bill should not pass in its present shape. If 


she is in greater peril, there is more reason why 
her volunteers should be raised for the longest 
period of service. If we inthe middle States, who 
are notin so much peril, have,on the reeommenda- 
tion of the President of the United States, raised 
our volunteers for three years, or during the war, 
what reason is there—what possible reason can 
my colleague urge—why Kentucky, standing on 
the border, and threatened as she is, should only 
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raise her volunteers for twelve months, and that 
they should not be allowed to follow the eT 
If they protect her own firesides, she seems to be 
satisfied, without allowing them to follow the 
enemy and to suppress the rebellion. 

Mr. WRIGHT. With regard to Kentucky, 
she has already raised more than her quota of men 
for the regular service, under the laws of Con- 
gress. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I inquire whether it was 
necessary in any case to raise volunteers for three 
years or during the war? If it was, and if Ken- 
tucky is in peril, I put the question again to my 
colleague—which he has not answered—why it is 
not necessary to put these volunteers on precisely 
the same footing as all other volunteers that have 
been raised ? 

Mr. WRIGHT. I will answer that question. 
When the bill was presented to the Committee on 
Military Affairs it provided that these troops 
should not be called out of the State. We attached 
an amendment, and the honorable gentleman from 
Kentucky assented to it, that, in the event of any 


emergency, these troops might be called out of 


the State. Therefore they are not regarded as a 
police force to protect the property and citizens 
of Kentucky; but as a force to be raised to fight 
the battles of the Union. 

Mr. HICKMAN. That is not in the bill. 

Mr. WRIGHT. 
find that it is. 

Mr. HICKMAN. That is not in the bill. The 


language of the bill is not that these troops may 


be called out of the State on an emergency; the | 
vorarily with- | 


language is that they may be tem 


drawn from that State. Now, sir, that language 


means nothing or it means everything. What 
| are we to understand by “‘ temporarily?’’ Is ita 


Mighty! 


week, a month, or six months? By the terms of 
the bill these troops are to be called out for only 
one year. Who, tag is to construe what ** tem- 
porarily’’? means? Is it to be the commanding 
general of the Army, or is it to be the powers of 
Kentucky ? 

Now, sir, I come back to the original objection 
with which I started; that there is no reason that 
can be urged by any gentleman why volunteers 
thus raised in i 
ferent term from that for which other volunteers 
have been enlisted. Does not every gentleman see 
that it will be the cause of great dissatisfaction 
to the great bulk of the Army that the Kentucky 
volunteers are required to serve for only twelve 


| months, no matter how long the war may con- 
| tinue, whereas northern men have been enlisted 


for the war? 
But, sir, there are other objections. 


The gen- 


| tleman from Illinois [Mr. Ricuarpson] says he 


| will be thrown back upon the regular volunteer | 


! 
| 


i 


| prefers to draw men fresh from the workshops | 
been answered; and unless my colleague can an- || 


and the field; that he has more reliance upon those 
than on others who have been in the encampments 
for along time. Then] have to say to that gen- 
tleman that he differs most essentially in his policy 


I think the gentleman will | 





{entucky should serve for a dif- | 
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| 
| 


| superior to and more sacred than the safety of the 
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Constitution of the country. Sir, in my jude- 
ment, that man is not fit to conduct this war 
either as chief Executive or as a member of the 
Cabinet or as Commander-in-Chief or as subor- 
dinate officer, who does not place the safety of th, 
Constitution beyond and above, immeasurab]y 
beyond and above, the safety of negro slavery. 
Whenever that sentiment shall predominate jy 
the United States, as uttered by my colleague, 
then American liberty will sleep forever. There 
is but one sentiment which an American patriot 


| can own: thatis, that the American Constitution, 


the American Union, and American institutions, 


| are superior to and above everything else, in- 
| cluding local institutions of a peculiar character 


or the safety of any local people. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I was not aware that this 


bill had received its third reading, and had been 


| engrossed, when I proposed to offer my amend- 


ment, or | should not have attempted to offer it, 


| My object in proposing the amendment was to 


remove what, in my judgment, is really the only 
valid objection that can be urged against the pas- 


| sage of the bill; and I suggest it now as the basis 


| of the remarks I propose to make. 


I am in favor 


| of the passage of the bill when it shall have been 


amended. 

I propose, therefore, before I sit down, to move 
that the bill be recommitted to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, with instructions to strike out 
the word ‘* temporarily,’’ in the tenth line of the 
first section. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I am entirely willing that 
that word shall be stricken out by unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. BINGHAM. So I understood the gen- 
tleman, and so I understand the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
stricken out. 

Mr. BINGHAM. L[ask, then, the unanimous 


consent of the House to strike out the word ** tem- 


I hope it will be 


| porarily,’’ in the tenth line of the first section. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. I object. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Then, before submitting any 
motion for the purpose of placing the bill in 
shape where it can be amended, I propose to su 
mit afew remarks for the purpose of show: 
that, with this word stricken out, the gentlem 
from Illinois in opposing the bill condemns | 
own Official conduct, in July last, in voting fo 
bill paeceey similar in its legal effect, after strik 
ing out the“word to which he objects. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. If the gentleman will per- 


| mit me, | will move to reconsider the vote by 


which the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 


| read a third time. 


Mr. BINGHAM. 
that purpose. 
Mr. WICKLIFFE. I then submit the motion 


The motion was agreed to; and the question 


I am willing to yield fo 


‘| recurred, ‘Shall the bill be ordered to be en- 


from that which I suppose to be the policy of the | 


Commander-in-Chief of our Army. If I under- 
stand anything of the reason why this army is 
held here upon the Potomac in perfect inactivity, 


as regards the conduct of the war, it is because | 


the men require eee 
soldiers fit for war. 


who have been in the encampments. 


upon the subject; I rely, in the opinion I express, 
upon the testimony which has been advanced— 
that it requires time to make a soldier, and a 
creat deal of time. 


one year will but have been educated as soldiers 
before their time will expire, and again Kentucky 


forces for her defense. 

My colleague [Mr. Wricurt] has resorted not 
to argument, but to a declaration which I had 
hoped might have been avoided upon this floor. 


It is to this amount: that if this Army should at | 


any time be used, as I understood him, under any 


| circumstances, to free negroes from slavery, you 
_ will have demoralized the Army and imperiled || 


the safety of the country. I enter my protest 
here against the truth or soundness of any such 
declaration. Itis placing negro slavery above the 
country. It is making the salvation of slavery 


Those men brought fresh | 
from the field and workshop in Kentucky for || 


ng in order to make them | 
3ut the gentleman from Illi- |) 
nois has more confidence in men fresh from the | 
field and from the workshop than he has in those | 
Well, sir, | 


suppose it to be a fact—and I know but very little | 





| grossed and read a third time ?”’ 


Mr. LOVEJOY. 
recommit? 

The SPEAKER, It would be, but the gentle- 
man from Ohio has the floor. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I now move to amend by 
striking out the word * temporarily,’’ in the tenth 
line of the first section. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Now, Mr. Speaker, I wish 
to say, with all deference to the honorable chair- 
man of the Committee on the Judiciary, {Mr. 
Hickman,] that, with this word stricken out ot 
the bill, it in no respect differs in principle from 
a previous bill passed by this House on the 22d 
of last July, and which received the assent both 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania and of my 
worthy friend from Ilinois. ‘This bill is as wel! 
guarded as that was, touching the objects and pur- 
»oses for which these volunteers may be called 


Is it in order to move to 


| into the field. That bill contains the same phirasc- 
|| ology under which my friend from Illinois [Mr. 


Lovejoy] thinks is lurking a power to strike at 
the rights of the slave. The declared purpose 0! 
that bill and of this is, that the volunteers are to 
be used ‘‘ for suppressing insurrection, repelling 
invasion, and protecting the public property. 
These words are used in the same sense in ea°" 
of the bills. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. 


I wish to ask the gentleman 


| whether that ill referred to any particular State 
| exclusively? 








nan 
tate 





tars 


ee 


“_ BINGHAM. I say there was nothing in 








principle different from this bill. That bill pro- | 


vided for raising volunteers 1n all the States, and 
therefore included Kentucky. It authorized the 
President of the Unite d States to accept and or- 
ranize volunteers in Kentucky or any other State 
for a period of twelve months—that is to say for 
a period not exceeding three years nor less than 


six months—for the purpose of suppressing in- | 


surrection, repelling invasion, and protecting the 


public property, cither in Kentucky or elsewhere. | 


| make this remark as well in answer to the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Hickman] as to 
the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Lovesoy.| 





for the Union; not only for the purpose of repel- 
ling invasion or suppressing insurrection within 
the State of Kentucky, but for the purpose of 
repelling invasion and suppressing insurrection in 
any other State or Territory of the United States. 

{ submit, Mr. Speaker, that if the amendment 
proposed be made, as I trust it will be by common 
consent of the House, that the bill will then con- 
form to the past legislation of this House. The 
bill being thus amended, what further objection 
can be made to its passage? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I wish to ask the gentleman 


why it is necessary to raise this number of men, 


|| when we already have enough to perform the 


That, sir, was the provision of the act of the 22d | 
July, which received the votes of these gentlemen. | 
This bill, now so much opposed, will be in per- | 


fect accord with that, if the word ‘‘ temporarily” 
shall be stricken from it. 

Mr. HICKMAN. My inquiry is this: whether 
the gentleman knows of any case where volun- 
teers have been raised for six months ora year? 

Mr. BINGHAM. I have been aaienad that 
there are such cases. 

Mr. HICKMAN. Where? 

Mr. BINGHAM. In lilinois. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. If the gentleman 
from Ohio will permit me, I will say a word. I 
believe that nearly every volunteer from the State 
of New York is for two years only. I know that 
there are some from Indi 
and some from Ohio, so that this is not a uniform 
bill, even ifthe gentleman intended it to be so. 


iana for one year only, | 


Mr. BINGHAM. Everybody can see,Wwho will | 
look to the act of the 22d of July, that that was 


the provision of the bill. 


Mr. HICKMAN. 


Then I suppose if that is | 


the general understanding, that, inasmuch as the | 
volunteers from the other States have been raised 


for six months and a year, Pennsylvania will be 


left to close the war, for she seems to be the only | 


one who has raised volunteers for three years. 


After the terms of service of the volunteers from || 
the other States have expired, then I presume | 


that the burden will devolve upon Pennsylvania 
to close this war. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I do not know that the gen- 
tleman’s remark is true that Pennsylvania is the 
only State which has raised volunteers for three 
years. 

Mr. HICKMAN. It seems so. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman says it seems 
so. Even if it be so, it detracts nothing from my 
argument. I understand from one of the Repre- 
sentatives from New York, who has been kind 
enough to suggest the fact to me, that thirty-eight 
of the regiments from that State now in the ser- 


vice of the United States were raised for only a | 


period of two years. 

One other word. I do not know that it has any- 
thing to do with the line of my argument; but in- 
asmuch as my friend from Pennsylvania seems 
disposed, in the excitement of the moment, to give 
to Pennsylvania the honor of closing this war for 


| service; when we have ten thousand, at least, 


waiting in Illinois, and anxious to get into a fight 
somewhere? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Ianswer the gentleman from 
Illinois, in all frankness, that if | knew, as he 
assumes to know, that a further increase of the 
volunteer force in Kentucky was not necessary, 
I would vote against this bill; holding, as I do, 
that no legislation, of whatever kind, is justifiable 
in this House except that which the public ex- 
igency and the public interest require; or, in other 
words, that no legislation should be enacted here 


which is not necessary to the public or private | 


interests of the people. I accept the gentieman’s 
suggestion as to the rule which ought to govern 
my conduct. The difficulty is that I do not know 
that the fact is as it is stated by the gentleman 
from Illinois. On the contrary, I have the best 
evidence that the force in the field is not sufficient 
for the public interest, and therefore I am for the 
proposed increase. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I wish to know from the 
gentleman from Ohio why there should not be a 
general provision by law for increasing the volun- 
teer force of the country without any special ref- 
erence to Kentucky, if it is not sufficient for the 
public defense; and why Kentucky should be 
separated from the other States and made a spe- 
cial case of? If the volunteer force is not suffi- 
cient, ought we not to provide for raising more 
men and appropriating more money without any 


| special reference to Kentucky, leaving that to be 


determined by the Commander-in-Chief? 
Mr. BINGHAM. Therearea good many rea- 


| sons which ought to have occurred to the gentle- 


man from Pennsylvania in answer to his own 


| question, without devolving its answer upon me. 
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a multitude of facts upon which I made the state- 
ment that more soldiers are needed in Kentucky. 
l might ask him how he comes by his facis that 
we have force enough in the field to conquer a 
peace, and to conquer it speedily, and with the 
least possible sacrifice of life, 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 1 desire —~— 

Mr. BINGHAM. l do not dk sire to yield the 
floor to enable the gentleman to answer his own 
questions. I willanswer his questions put to me. 
lf the gentleman wants some authority, | will say 
that we have the report of the Adjutant General 
of the United States, stating that the whole force 


| in Kentucky is not more than one third of what 


the public exigencies require. We have also the 
statement of the Representative from Kentucky, 


| (Mr. Wickuirre,] that the Secretary of War 


himself stated that this additional force of twenty 
thousand is needed now in the service, in Ken- 
tucky. Now,I! do not know whether facts of 
that sort are sufficient for the gentleman; but they 
are sufficient for me. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Do I understand the gentle- 
man to say that we have the statement of the 
Secretary of War that we need twenty thousand 
additional troops? 


Mr. BINGHAM. 


I do not know how the gen- 


| tleman understood me, but I used plain words, 


| them. 


and words which the gentleman ought to have 
understood the import of, if he had attended to 
I said we had it from the Representative 


| from Kentucky that the Secretary of War de- 
| clares that this additional force in Kentucky is 


now needed. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 
mistaken, 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Will the gentleman from 
Illinois allow me to indoctrinate him once more? 
I stated that before I received the communication 
from the Legislature of Kentucky urging the or- 
ganization of a force of this kind by the General 
Government, I had consulted the Secretary of 


I think the gentleman is 


| War upon the propriety of it, and explained to 


him the purposes, objects, and necessity of the 
corps. He approved of it, or else my ears de- 
ceived me. I then went to the President of the 
United States and submitted the proposition to 


|| him, carrying with me a copy of the order made 


| One, amongst others, is this: asa matter of econ- | 
| omy, If itis necessary that these volunteers should 


the defense of the Union and the Constitution, be- | 
cause her volunteers have been accepted for a | 


term of three years, I beg leave to inform that 
gentleman that Ohio will share that honor with 
her, for the volunteers from Ohio are also for three 
years, 

But this is the point I desire to make: the pro- 
visions of this bill and those of the act of July 22, 
1861, are precisely the same in regard to twelve 
months’ volunteers if the word ‘* temporarily ’’ be 
stricken out. Strike out the word “ temporarily” 
and then the bill stands thus: the militar 
of Kentucky—they or anybody else might have 


been employed by the President under the act of 


July 22—shall have power to raise and organize 
volunteer regiments, not exceeding twenty thou- 
sand, rank and file, to serve for twelve months 
within the limits of Kentucky, or elsewhere, to 
repel invasion, suppress insurrection, and to guard 
and protect the public property. It is provided 
that if at any time it ‘may be necessary, these 
troops may be employed out of the limits of Ken- 
tucky, against the enemies of said State or of the 
United States, at the discretion of the command- 
ing general; and it is provided further, that the 


President shall have power to make such other |. 


regulations and orders in regard to the organiza- 
tion and the service of these forces as he may deem 
necessary for the interest of the service. These 
forces are to be raised not only for Kentucky, but 


board | 


be employed in Kentucky, then they should be 


raised rather in Kentucky than in any other por- | 
tion of the Union, because they will be at once at | 
the point where their services are needed, without | 


delay or the cost of transportation. 
answer to the gentleman’s inquiry. 

I suppose that Kentucky volunteers will fight 
as faithfully, as bravely, and as successfully, in 
defense of the Union,as any other volunteers, and 
that it is especially fit they should be permitted to 
fight against the invasion of Kentucky. 


As I am advised, Mr. Speaker, the services of | 


these additional twenty thousand troops are needed 
in Kentucky, upon the line of operations in that 
Stateqand in the State of Tennessee. 

I will answer the gentleman still further, that 


not only in pointof economy butin another point | 
| is this bill correct. 
Earmee here. 


‘Time is a matter of some im- 
1 understand that our army in 
<entucky is upon theadvance. If that be so there 
is no time to be lost. We are assured by the ven- 
erable gentleman from Kentucky that there are 
men in that State anxious to serve the Union in 
this contest; and who will promptly fill up the 
enlistment provided for in this bill—men who are 
ready to rush into the conflict at once, and insure 
victory to our standard in the impending conflict, 
if it be in the power of their good right arms to in- 
sure it. Why should they not be permitted to 
take part in the coming battle? Why take vol- 
unteers from Maine to fight a battle in Kentucky, 
when the men of Kentucky are ready to take the 


| field and fight that battle themselves? 


| 





Mr. LOVEJOY. 1 would like to know upon 


what facts the gentleman states that we really 
| need more soldiers in the service of the United 
States? And how much longer, if any, it would 
take to march soldiers from Illinois, already en- 
listed and organized, than it would to enlist and | 
organize them in Kentucky? 


Mr. BINGHAM. 


That is my | 


| riority, will not be too sharp upon me. 


for the benefitof Missouri. He took it under con- 
sideration, and told me he would consult his Cab- 
inet. He afterwards informed me that he approved 
the raising of the troops; that he believed them 
necessary. That is what I stated, and what I 
have stated twice before. 

Mr. BINGHAM. So I understood the gen- 
tleman. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Ihope I shall have a little 
consideration for my obtuseness, and that the 
gentleman from Kentucky, conscious of his supe- 
I still 
insist that there must be some mistake in relation 
to the opinion of the Secretary of War. Of course 
the gentleman from Kentucky states it as he under- 
stands it. 

The SPEAKER. Gentlemen will please con- 
fine their remarks to the subject under discussion. 
The Chair thinks the opinion of the Secretary of 
War is not pertinent to this bill. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. It has something to do with 
the state of facts upon which it is proposed to 
pass this bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that under 
the rules this kind of discussion is not in order. 


Mr. BINGHAM. 1 have but a word or two 


| more to say, and that is, that this interruption 


has demonstrated the fact that with the word 


| ** temporarily”’ stricken out of this bill, gentlemen 
| who have objected to the bill stand, in point of 
| fact, objecting to their own legislation at the recent 


session of Congress. Andto make that assertion 
good, I repeat that if under the act of July 22, 
1861, the number of volunteers had not been act- 
ually enlisted, it would be competent this day for 
the President of the United States, under the pro- 
visions of that act, to do the very thing for the 
State of Kentucky which is contemplated by the 
provisions of this bill. So the gentleman ts fully 
and completely answered as to the question why 
these troops should not be taken from Illinois 
under the act of July, and before the enlistment 
authorized by it was filled? The President of the 
United States might, if he saw fit, have raised 


|| twenty or forty thousand men in the State of Ken- 


I might give the gentleman | 





tucky for the purpose of suppressing insurrection 


nd repelling invasion there or anywhere else 
throughout the [ mn. 

I do not know that I could make clearer my 
po Oo regard to this matter. I only desir to 
eu W i order to ee mplete my argume nt, 

id t , that inasmuch as the enlistment of 
f hundred thousand men authorized by the 
te! of the act of July is full, the President no 
cr has powe rtoact under that law ,and hence 
i@ necessity for this additional legislation. 
Mr. MAYNARD. This bill is not entire ly de- 
ponte 
I 


ot 


VOI iterest to my immediate constituents, and 
! feel very 


solicitous that it should pass; and it 
eems to me that if we could divest it of extra- 
neous matter there would be but little difficulty in 
the minds of members about its passage. I have 
not attended sufficiently close to the movement of 
t} a eto know how the negro question has 
pecn i duced { | ‘“annot see how it 
erly i} any cont t] with it. ] uppost 
het e very few lemen— ertainly L hope 
ere are but few—upon either side of the House 
who do net concur in the reneral ntiment that 
the reservation of this Unton and the perpetuity 
of o1 American nationality is an object infinitely 
moi mportant for us to consider than either the 
preservation of ivery or the abolition ofslavery. 
We are told that this legislation is peculiar; that 
tis abnormal, In answer to that it is sufficient 
iat the condition of Kentucky at this 
eis peculia Kentucky occupies a pe culiar 
lation im connection with our public affairs. 
She is not only invaded by armies in large force 
1 ere trength, but she has the elements of 
disorder within her own limits. She has, in por- 
tions of the State, a large number of latent rebels 
who are very strong intheirsympathy with thos 
in active rebellion against the Government, and 
who are only waiting a fit opportunity to let their 
ympathy break out in open insurrection. She 
is surrounded by hostile forces on three sides, 
who wish to make her Union and loyal citizens 
fecl the force of their wrath in const qui nce of the 
attitude of loyalty th have assumed towards 
Lhe Gr t nent. Hence sh Is subject to inva- 
n from th quarters. Her railroads, her 
brid ind her other publicproperty are in con- 
tant danger of being destroyed; and this not by 
the revular movement of armu Ss ind large bodies 
Pmen, but by guerilla bands who come in the 
night and go tn the night; who go in small num- 
Dey Vy st 1 through the by-ways of the coun- 
tr lu order to defeat them you do not want 
armies, but bands of men equal in number and 
firmness of purpose to them. You want men fa- 
milar with t country; who have that sort of 
‘ral knowledge which will enable them to meet 


is invading or insurrectionary force. It is mani- 
lest that such men must be drawn from the coun- 
try itself, and that their organiz: 


ature of 


ition should be in 
a police force to preserve order and 


elve protection to the peopl 


at home 


Kentucky, as has been re- 


roops for the armies of the country. She has, if 


1 mistake not, a _ rer force e the field for the 
war than the Sta * Massachusetts, with her 
lal ind ent Pepi il population; yet her res 
ure » in the Ww ay of raising troops, are not 

x usted. It does not follow that because she 

uly +e a nearly thirty thousand 

troops for three years, as we havi been to ld she 
has, she cannot fi eaiah halfas many more. Itis 
believed that, for a more limited pe ‘riod, sil for 
the special purposes designated in this bill, she 
can and will furnish more. I need not say that 
there are many men who could go into the service 


for twelve months who would find itip“onvenient, 
if not impracticable, to enlist for three ye: 
itisadmitted that itis the duty of the Government 
to give protection to loyal citizens who have at- 
loyalty to the country by as great 
least, as the c 1 . 


tested 


their 

icrifices, at 
the country, [ see not how we 
ment about the passage 
must be ae 


can hesitate a mo- 
of this bill. These men 
lt is a duty which the Gov- 

ernment owes them. They can be protected more 
ecceantally and economically by troops drawn 
from the immediate ne ighborhvod in sufficient 
numbers to meet the exigencies of each particular 
case than they can be by armies marched in from 
out. It seems to me that the question does 
not arise that has been discussed here, whether it 
28 wise in this instance to depart from the general 


witl 


already furnished hi r quota of 


irs. If 


ciuzens of any part of 


THE 


-an excepuon; 


CONGRESSION 


military policy of the country? The case itself is 
is an exception; and the 
which the troops are to be raised is pe- 
it does not fall within the general 
and,in that point of 
House should not 
the raisin 


the service 
obj ct for 
cullar; policy; 
view, it seems to me that the 
hesitate a moment to authorize 
c of this force to the extent and for the 
pecuhar service designated by the bill. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Itseems to me 
that this question is fully exhausted, and that the 
House is impatient to come to a vote. I shall vote 
for this bill, though very reluctantly, for the rea- 
son that it does not come here with any official 
recommendation of the proper De »partment. Ido 
think it most imports int that, if we are to increase 
our Army, we should do it upon some general 
plan, and not in a piecemeal fashion. But, Mr. 
Speaker, the Committee on Military Affairs have 
ted yr bill unanimously; and I believe the 
m cumstances in which Kentucky is 
placed justi fy them in so doing. Notwithstand- 
ing all the seductions and blandishments of the 
so-called confederate government, she has _ re- 
mained loyal, assumed her share of direct taxa- 
tion, and raised and put into the field, as I under- 

tand, her full quota of the half million of men 


re por 


eculiar cl 





which we have authorized by law to be raised. 
Now, if the ga lant peo ile of Kentucky are ready 
and willing to furnish feiaie thousand more to 


put down rebellion, I say let us bid her God speed 


in the work. We know there is a necessity for 
. very large force in that State. There isa large 
confederate army at Columbus, and another at 


Bowling Green. We know that, under General 
Zollicoffer, Kentucky is invaded through Cum- 
berland Gap; and that Humphrey Marshall is 


ne to ride the tail off of another stub-tailed 
horse (as he used to say he did in Mexico) into 
Pons in another Reale: 


Now, Mr. Speaker, under these circumstances, 
for one, | am ready and willing to vote for this 
bill, anomalous as it may be. Unless, therefore, 
the chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 


fairs desires to occupy the floor, I move the pre- 
vious question. 

The previdus question was and the 
main question ordered, 

The SPEAKER stated that the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs [Mr. Biatr, of Mis- 


souri] was entitled to the floor for one hour to close 


seconded; 


de bate 
Mr. BLAIR 
rely de: 
five or 


the 
Missouri. 
sIret y,ocCUPYy 


Mr. Speaker, I 
the attention of the House 
2 tes In concsomag this debate; 

nd I want espe ial] ly to rep ly to the remarks 
ai by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Love- 
soy,] who first spoke in op position to this bill. 
He asserted over and over again that this force is 
unnecessary, and that we have more troops than 
we want,and do not know what to do with them. 
Now, | would reply to that remark by saying that 
we have the best reason in the world for be lieving 
that we have not got enough men in the field, for 
we have not been able to conquer this enemy any- 
where as yet. That is one proof of it, and an- 
other proof of it is that we never have met them 
anywhere that they have not outnumbered us. 
We have never confronted the enemy in batffe vet 
when they have not been superior to us in num- 
bers, and we have never been able to drive them 
back one foot. Ithink that that ought to be proof 
conclusive to the gentleman from Illinois that we 
have not got enough men. 


mie 


SiX minu 


Mr. LOVEJOY. I suppose that fact is ac- 
counted for by this, that the enemy never will 
meetus unless the y are superiorin nt umbers. The y 


watch their opportunity and never meet us on an 
equal field with equal numbers. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Then why does not 


our Army advance and overrun them? 
Mr. LOVEJOY. Because we have no generals. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, these 


gentlemen who insist all the time that we have 
got more men than we want ought to be made to 
look the facts in the face. We have not as many 
- n here—though the gentleman is complaining 

f being overrun in the city of Washington—as 
the enemy have in their breastworks on the other 
side of the river. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I wish toask the gentleman 
from Missouri how it comes, then, that this Ad- 


ministration is derelict in its duty in not asking | 
Congress to raise more men? 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 


I will answer the | 


VAL GLOBE. 





|| gentleman. 
| tion is derelict; 
| refuse to vote troops are derelict. 


December 16, 


I do not know that athe’ Administra 
1 rather think the gentlemen why 


Mr. HICKMAN. That was not my questi 
I wish to know of the gentleman from Miss: uri 
how it is that the Administr: ition is derelict j 
duty in this respect; why do they not ask Con- 
gress to raise more men? If we have not yet a 
number sufficient to conquer the enemy, then it 
is the plain duty of the Administration to ask us 


to vote more men; but they have not done so, 


This measure comes upon the recommendation 


| of the Military Committee alone. 


| gentleman from Pennsylvania that if the 


j 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
i 
| 
j 
| 
i 
| 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Let me say to the 
Admin- 
istration is derelict, as he argues, that is no reason 
why we should be so; and when we see the fact 
as plainly as the Administration can see it, or as 
anybody else can see it, that our armics are not 
advancing, and that we have never met the enemy 
except when the enemy were in overwhelmingly 
superior numbers; w hen that is the undisputed 
fact before the country, we are ourselves de relic 
in duty if we do not vote additional troops. 

Mr. HICKMAN. Will twenty thousand men 
raised in Kentucky enable us to meet the ene my 
with superior or equal numbers 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 


lt will help us to 
meet the enemy. 


j It will aid us to do so. 

Mr. HICKMAN. Then I want to know it 
we are to get in a drib of men in one bill to-day, 
and another drib in another bill to-morrow, if that 
is the way to raise a volunteer force? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Ido not know what 
is the proper way, and am willing to receive in- 
structions from ore rn from Pennsylvani 
upon that point; but | desire to say a word In reply 
to what fell from the gentleman himself. He wanted 


| to know why we should make an exception of 


| case of Kentuc ky. 


| between the 


I think that if the invader’s 
foot was on the soil of Pennsylvania he would 
think differently; I think that he would recognize 
the difference between the situation of Pe ‘nnsylya 
nia then and Pennsylvania now. Ifa greatarmy 
should be upon the soil of Pe nnsylvania devas- 
tating her land from end to end, 1 think then t 
ge ntleman from Pe “nnsylvania would complain if 
his fellow-members here refused to give him what 
the delegation from Pennsylvania asked for 
defense of her soil. There is a broad distinction 
cases of the State of Kentucky and 
that of the State of Pennsylvania in the circum- 
stances which surround them. The men of K 
tucky are suffering in the presence - the enemy, 
and as you were informed to-day by one of her 
members, whole landsides in that State have been 
devastated by the enemy. 

Now, sir, let me re ply to another question 


| which the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Lovrsoy] 


asked of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
Wricur,] and that was, whether he was willing 


| to accept all the men who would offer their ser- 
| vices in this war? Lsay I would—every man. It 


|; my opinion. 


would end the war quicker and more che aply, In 
I think the obje ction of the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, (Mr. 


| Srevens,] that this is an expensive measure, and 
| thatour Re ‘public is is to be crushed by the expense 


| of this war, Is invalid. 


I believe that the m 


| men we raise the more speedily will we « nd t 


war, and the more cheaply, too. I should | 

been in favor of doubling the number of men we 
have raised, and putting them in the field; and if 
it had been done sooner, in my opinion we should 
have felt the advantage of it now. This 
fact, a war of preparation; the side that gets ready 
first will be victorious, and itis because the prepa- 
rations of the southern confederacy were so muc h 


1S, 1n 


| in advance of those made by the Union or Ss 
| that they have been able to hold their ground. 
| we had put out our whole strength and made ae 


expenditure which we have made in half the time 
| that we have been in making it—if that expe ndi- 
| ture had been made in ther ight direction, it would 
have counted for millions of money and years of 
time in the suppression of this rebellion. 

The question was taken on the ame ‘:ndment to 
strike out the word ‘* temporarily,” and it was 
agreed to. 

“The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and, being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 

The goes being on the passage of the bill, 
Mr. A. CONKLING demanded the yeas 





sete 















THE. CONGRE 


Ce ae 








and nays, and called for tellers on the yeas and 
nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


THE HOUR RULE IN DEBATE. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM gave notice of a mo- 


tion to rescind the first clause of the sixtieth rule, 
; limiting speeche s to one hour. 

The bill was passed. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. \} ered, and agreed to: 

> ont i Ty ’ % ittpe } . , . = . re 
nen aE ae = e Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be re- 

Mr.WICKLIFFE. lnow move thatthe Hous quested to inquire into the propriety and expediency of 
adjourn. abolishing sutiers or sutlerships in the Army, and to report 

Mr. SEDGWICK. I ask the es to || by bill or otherwise. 

, aw i fe t, to allow nO , 
withdraw that motion for a momen are bal Mr. LOVEJOY. 
me to have taken from the Speaker’s table a Dill | 


: , f reference || "OV adjourn, 
- . nate . . ‘nose of 3 r . 
fa, the Senate, for the purpose The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
merely. 


) five minutes past four o’clock, p. m.) the House 
| } 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. Certainly; 1 withdraw adjourned. 
my motion. 
EFFICIENCY OF THE NAVY. | 

On motion of Mr. SEDG WICK, by unanimous 
consent, a bill (S. No. 82) further to promote the 
efficiency of the Navy, was taken from the Speak- 
er’s table, read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The SPEAKER stated that the regular order 
of business was the call of the States for resolu- ! eu 
tions, and that resolutions wereein order from the || Se&s to defeat the machinations of the Insurgents 
State of Ohio. against thisGovernment, we appt alto Thee. In 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, moved that the || the menace-of the hour, give us firmness to do our 
House do now adjourn, duty and to meet all its consequences, wheter 

The motion was disagreed to. they be of foreign war or of domestic strife. Thou 


neqeemenmotepare art, and Thou shalt be, most righteous King, the 
CURISTMAS OL AYS. 


judge between us and our enemies. On the deep 
Mr. ALLEN. | offer the following resolution, || and desperate wickedness which has constrained 
and move the previous question upon its adop- || this nation to the sacrifice of so much blood and 
tion: ; treasure, we pray Thee to breathe Thy blast of 
Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That when this House annihilation. Our hope is in Thee alone, nor will 
adjourns ov Thursday next, it adjourn to meet on Monday, we in any wise turn from Thee, but pray that in 
the 6th day of Junuary next. the mighty struggle Thou mayest purify and vin- 
dicate us before the present and all coming gen- 
Amen. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


ABOLITION OF SUTLERSHIPS. 


Mr. ALDRICH, by unanimous consent, offered 
| the following resolution; which was read, consid- 


I move that the House do 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, December 17, 1861. 
The Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpeRLanp, offered 
up the following prayer: 
Oh, Thou God of nations, who dost bestir the 
world by every gale of Providence, in the conscious 
justice of that which has been done upon the high 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 
Mr. SPAULDING called for the yeas and 
nays on the resolution, and demanded tellers on 
the yeas and nays. 
‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Tuomas and 
SHERMAN were appointed. 

‘The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes thirty-two. 

So (more than one fifth voting in favor thereof) 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SPAULDING. I should like to make a 
brief explanation before the vote is taken. 

The SPEAKER. It is notin order, unless by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I object. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 60, nays 56; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Alley, Joseph Baily, Francis P. 
Blair, Samuel S. Blair, George H. Browne, William G. 
Brown, Colfax, Covode, Crittenden, Cutler, Delano, Diven, 
Edgerton, Edwards, Fenton, Franchot, Frank,Gooch,Good - 
win,Granger, Guriey, Haight, Uarrison, Hickman, Jobnson, 
Lazear, Lelunan, Loomis, Lovejoy, McKnight, McePuier- 
son, Mallory, Maynard, Menzies, Mitchell, Anson P. 
Morrill, Odell, Olin, T. G. Phelps, Pomeroy, Potter, Alex 


ander EH. Rice, Riddle, Edward H. Rollins, Sargeant, Sedg- to the organization of a volunteer force in Ken- 
wick, Shellabarger, Sloan, Smith, Francis Thomas, Train, 4 


Verree, Wall, Wallace, E. P. Walton, Whaley, Albert 8. | tucky, be taken up, and referred to the Committee 
White, Woodruff, and Wright—60. ; 4 on Military Affairs and the Militia. 
cA es gt ogg Pohes, Bexten, Bee The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
man, Bingham, Jacob B. Blair, Blake, Buffinton, Cham- . : ; 
. . Po. a move to postpone all prior orders? 
berlin, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe € Kling, C or, nr , . 
erlin, Frederick onkling, Roscoe Conkling, Cooper Mr. POWELL. Yes, sir. 


Cox, Cravens, Davis, Dawes, Duell, Duntap, Eliot, Eng- poe ; 
lish, Fessenden, Grider, Harding, Hooper, Hutchins, Julian, The motion was agreed to; and the bill (H.R. 
No. 137) to authorize the raising of a volunteer 


Francis W. Kellogg, Knapp, Law, Justin S. Morrill, Mor- 
ris, Noble, Nugen, Patton, Pendleton, Porter, John H. Rice, ST a er ees ice. urea res 

Richardson, Robinson, Shanks, Sheffield, Sherman, Spauld- force for the better defense of Kentuc Icy : was read 
ing, John B. Steele, Benjamin F. Thomas, Trimble, Trow- || twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs and the Militia. 


bridge, Vallandigham, Vandever, Van Horn, Wadsworth, 
Ward, Chilton A. White, Wilson, and Worcester—56. The bill (H. R. No. 139) authorizing the Sec- 
| retary of the Interior to strike from the pension 


So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. ALLEN moved to reconsider the vote by rolls the names of such persons as have taken up 
which the resolution was adopted; and also moved || #*™s against the Government, or who may have 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. || In any manner encouraged the rebels, was read 


The latter motion was agreed to. | twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 
BUTTER, CHEESE, AND TOBACCO FOR SOLDIERS. ; 
Mr. BLAKE offeréd the following resolution: | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
for furnishing the soldiers of the Army with butter, checse, 
and tobacco, and to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. COX. 1 move that it be referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. The cheese ques- 
ion 1s very important to agriculturists, and | am 
in favor of that interest. 

The motion was agreed to. 


erations of men; through Jesus Christ. 


MESSAGE FROM THE ITOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
by Mr. Rosperr Morats, chief clerk, announced 
that the House had passe d the following bills, in 
which the concurrence of the Senate was requested: 

A bill (No. 137) to authorize the raising ofa vol- 
unteer force for the better defense of Kentucky; and 

A bill (No. 139) authorizing the Secri tary of 
the Interior to strike from the pension rolls the 
names of such persons as have taken up arms 
against the Government, or who may have in any 
manner encouraged the rebels. ; 

The message further announced that the House 
had adopted a resolution providing for an adjodrn- 
ment of the House of Representatives from Thurs- 
day next to the 6th day of January, to which the 
consent of the Senate was asked. . 


IIOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 
Mr. POWELL. I move that the bill just re- 


ceived from the House of Representatives relative 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented the memo- 
rial of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory 
of Colorado, in favor of the establishment of a 
branch of the United States Mint at Denver or 
some other point in that Territory; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. FOOT presented the petition of Robert 
Mayo, as the representative of his brother George 
Mayo, for compensation for services as tempo- 
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rary clerk in the Post Office Department; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims 

Mr. HOWE presented resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Wisconsin, requesting the 
passage of a resolution by Congress relative to 
the route of the railroad from Fond du Lae to Lake 
Superior; which were referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

He also presented the petition of E. Crocker 
and others, citizens of Brown county, in the State 
of Wisconsin, praying for the survey, bdivis- 
ion, and sale of the tract of land known as the 
Fort Howard military reserve; which was 1 
ferred to the Committee on Publie Lands. 

He also presented the petition of the chairman 
of the several boards of supervisors in th ty 
of Brown, in the State of Wisconsin, pravineg for 
the survey and sale of the tract of land known 
Fort Howard military reserve; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


» He also presented the petition of John B. Dou: 


man and others, citizens of Wisconsin, pray 
that some point on the Fox river, between Lake 
Winnebago and Green Bay, In the State of Wis 
consin, may be selected as a site for a national 
armory and foundery; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr.SUMNER presented the petition of Joshua 
Perry and others, citizens of Hanson, Massachu- 
setts, praying for the emancipation of slaves, with 
compensation to loyalists and without compensa- 
tion to rebels; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. p 

He also presented a petition of H. Joslyn and 
others, citizens of Onondaga county, New York, 
praying for the emancipation of slaves, with com- 
pensation to loyalists and without compensation 
to rebels; which was referred to the Committe: 
on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of Horace Sea- 
mans and others, citizens of Putnam, tin the State 
of Connecticut, praying for the emancipation of 
slaves, with compensation to loyalists and with- 
out compensation to rebels; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of J. D. Beal 
and others, citizens of Bangor, Maine, prave 
Congress to provide by law for calling on all 
inhabitants of the United States, bond and free, 
to aid in support of the Government, and for pro 
claiming liberty throughout the land; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented the petition of Preston 
Starritt, late a messenger of the Senate, claiming 
pay which he asserts has been illegally withheld 
from him; which was referred to the Committe: 
to Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of 
the Senate 

Mr. NESMITH pre sented the pe tition of L. 
I’. Cartee, praying an appropriation for service 
rendered in surveying public lands in the State of 
Oregon; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

He also presented the petition of Ladd, Reed 
& Co., and others, citizens of Oregon, pray- 
ing that Portland in that State may be made and 
declared a port of entry and delivery; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BROWNING presented-resolutions of the 
board of supervisors of Cook county, Llinois, 
in relation to the enlargement of the Illinois and 
Michigan canal; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Healso presente dresolutionsofa public me ting 
held at Lemont, in the State of Illinois, in favor 
of an appropriation by Congress for the eularg 
ment of the Illinois and Michigan canal; which 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CHANDLER presented five petitions of 
citizens of the State of Michigan, praying that 
Congress may take action for the exchange of 
prisoners; which were referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. HARLAN presented the me morial of Dr. 
C. Pearson and others, citizens of lowa, praying 
the passage of a bill making homeopathic sur- 
geons eligible to*appointment in the volunteer 
forces of our Army and Navy; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Militia. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


Mr. CLARK. I have been requested to ask 


that the re port of the Court of Claims in the case 


110 


of Samuel Norris be taken from the files of the 
Ser 
It isan adverse report of the Court of Claims, 
which ad : itself to the equity of Coneress. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Has there been any 
verse report by a committee of th 
Mr. CLARK. No, Sir. 

Phe VICK PRESIDENT. 


made, if there be no obj 


lresst 


ad Senate ? 
The order will be 
ction. The Chair hears 
none, 
CONDUCT OF 
Mr. CHANDLER. I move that the President 


of the Senate be authorized to appoint the com- 
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mittee which was created a few days since by the 
adopt nofa jointresolution, I] donot know what 
the parliamentary usage may be in a case of this 
kind. If that us we should give me the position 


of chairman of that committee, I wish to say that, 
under the circumstances, 1 do not wish to accept 
I do not know that it does. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


It is 


moved that 


the Chair be authorized to ippoint the committee, 
on the part of the Senate, under the concurrent 
resolution of the House of Representatives and 
Senate, to mvestigat the conduct of the present 
war 


The motion was agcreed to; and Mr. WeapbE, 

Mr. Cuanpier, and Mr. Jounson of Tennessee, 

vere appointed on the part of the Senate. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. PE ARCE, from the Committee on the 


Library, to whom was referred the memorial of 


John Brannan, praying compensation for services 
as librarian in the Department of State, asked to 
be discharged from its further consideration, and 
that it be 
which was acreed to. 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the petition of H. 
Hubby and others, of San Diego county, Cali- 
fornia, praying that the present rebellion may be 
quelled; in favor of reopening the slave trade; in 
favor of abolishing the present tariff, and substi- 
tuting therefor direct taxation for the support of 
the Government; in favor of a modification of the 
ent laws for the sale of the public lands of the 
United States; in favor of assessing all internal 
innprovements; 


pre 


in favor of protecting our manu- 
factories by preventing foreign goods being sold; 
and in favor of occupying the torrid zone; asked 
to be discharged from its further consideration; 
which was arreed to. 

Mr. DIXON, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 80) to amend the act to incorporate the 
Columbia Institution for the instruction of the 
Deaf and Dumb and the Blind, and to make ap- 
propriations for the benefit thereof, reported it 
with an amendment, with a recommendation that 
it do pass. 

Mr. WILSON, from the Commattce on Mili- 
tary Affairs and the Militia, to whom was re- 


ferred the bill (S. No. 101) to increase the number | 


of cadets in the Military Academy at West Point, 
reported it with an amendment, with a recom- 
mendation that the bill be passed as amended. 

Mr. RICE, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. No. 77) to abolish the distinction between 
the regular and volunteer forces of the United 
States, reported it without amendment, and sub- 
mitted an adverse report; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. McDOUGALL asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
112) to authorize a change of appropriation for the 
Indian service; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. DIXON asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 113) 
relating to the judiciary; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. SUMNER, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 114) to provide for the ascertainment 
and satisfaction of claims of American citizens for 
spolations committed by the French prior to the 
3ist day of July, 1801; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. P 


te, and referre d to the Committee on Claims. - 


referred to the Committee on Claims; | 


| derstood. 


Mr. GRIMES asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
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| that were allotted to Senators that have left th, 


115) in relation to landlords and tenants in the | 


District of Columbia; which was read twice by 


its title, and referred to the Committee on the | 


Judiciary. 
BAKERY AT THE CAPITOL. 
Mr. FOOT submitted the following resolution; 


|| seats here. The proposition is to distribute the 
| among Senators attending. 


which was considered by unanimous consent, and 


agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Commissioner of Public Buildings be 
instructed to inform the Senate by whose direction, and 
under what authority, a portion of the national Capitol has 
been converted into a baking establishment for the Army; 


and also to inform the Senate of the nature and extent of 


the injury, if any, to the Capitol building and grounds, and 
what will be the cost of repairing such injury; and also 
whether any existing emergency requires the continuance 
of such baking establishment in the Capitol. 


SURRENDER OF FUGITIVE SLAVES. 
Mr. SUMNER. I submit the following res- 
olution, and ask for its present consideration: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Militia be directed to consider the expediency of pro 


viding, by additional legislation, that our national armies 
shall not be employed in the surrender of fugitive slaves. 


Mr. McDOUGALL objected to the present con- 
sideration of the resolution, and it lies over under 
the rule. 

PASSPORTS TO CALIFORNIA. 
e Mr. LATHAM. lI offer a resolution, and ask 
for its present consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to in- 
form the Senate by virtue of what law, or for what reason 


passports are required of passengers going direct from New 
York city to San Francisco, California. 


I desire, Mr. President, before the question is | 





put on the adoption of the resolution 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The first thing is 
to ascertain if there be any objection to the recep- 
tion of the resolution. 

Mr. LATHAM. 
ment, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
no objection to considering the resolution, and the 
question is on agreeing to the resolution. 

Mr. CLARK. Objection was made here. 


I should like to make a state- 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Then itis notcom- 


petent to debate it, because that would open the 
discussion and would necessarily obviate the rule. 
The resolution lies over, objection being made. 


ARMY APPOINTMENTS. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. I offer the following res- | 


olution: 


Whereas it is represented to the Senate by Senators, that 
the honorable the Secretary of War has refused to enter- 


tuig or consider the subject of appointments to be made to | 


the Army, until the Army appointments already sent to the 


| Senate shall have been acted upon: Therefore, 


Resolved, That the honorable Secretary of War be di- 


rected to inform the Senate whether or not any such rule | 


has been adopted in his Department, and if so, his reasons 
therefor, also his authority. 

Mr. WILSON, Mr. HAUE, and others. 
it lie over. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. The Senate will allow 
me to say one thing. There is a preamble assert- 
ing a fact, which | affirm myself,and my colleague 
does also. I say this in order that it may be un- 
I do not propose to ask for action on 
the resolution to-day; but I want it to be consid- 
ered by the Senate. 

The resolution lies over under the rule. 


Let 


GENERAL PATTERSON'S CAMPAIGN. 


Mr. SHERMAN submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested, if not 
incompatible with the public interest, to furnish the Senate 
with copies of the correspondence between Lieutenant 
General Scott and Major General Patterson, and with all 


orders from the former to the latter, from the 16th day of | 


April, 1861, to the 25th day of July, inclusive. 
DISTRIBUTION OF DOCUMENTS. 
Mr. ANTHONY. I offer the following reso- 
lution, and ask for its present consideration: 


Resolved, That all books and documents heretofore or- 
dered to be printed and allotted, but not delivered to Sena- 


tors from States that have omitted to be represented in the | 


Senate, be distributed among the Senators attending. 


Mr. PEARCE. 1 would thank the Senatorto 
inform us what these documents and works are. 


Mr. ANTHONY. 


The documents that were | 
printed at the second session of the last Congress, | 


| of the last Congress, I shall make no objection, 


Senate or been expelled, which are now lumber. 
ing up the document rooms, and which are of very 
temporary value. If they are not distributed now 
they will be of very little use probably by the time 
Senators from those States return to take their 


m 


Mr, PEARCE. 


If it be limited to documents 


Mr. ANTHONY. Theresolution reads: ¢ doc. 


| uments heretofore ordered to be printed.”’ I sup- 
| pose the terms ofthe resolution would include those 





that have been ordered to be printed at the present 
session. 

Mr. PEARCE. If it is proposed to include 
documents that were printed twenty or thirty 
years ago, as to which the Senate has heretofore 


| had so much difficulty, I shall object. I wish the 


Senator would let his resolution lie over until to- 
morrow, sa-that | may inquire into it. I should 
make no objection to it if it were limited to those 


| documents recently ordered to be printed, and of 


which extra numbers are now lying useless. 

Mr. ANTHONY. That was the object of the 
resolution; but the language of it may include 
documents printed twenty or thirty years ago, 
which was not my intention. I have no objec- 
tion to its laying over, or to its being altered to 
suit the Senator from Maryland. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution will 


lie over. 
WINTER QUARTERS FOR TROOPS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT announced that the 
following resolution, offered yesterday by Mr. 
Lane, of Kansas, was now before the Senate for 
consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to fur 
nish to the Senate copies of the orders directing the erec 
tion of barracks and other buildings for winter quarters for 
the Kansas troops. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Mr. President, I do 
not desire to conceal my motive in introducing 
this resolution. As a citizen and a Senator, | 
have the right of criticising the acts of the Gov- 
ernment; and I mean to exercise it with the full 
flush of a truthful patriotism—kindly but fear 
lessly, cordially but searchingly. 

I will waste no words. I do not wish uselessly 
to consume your time. But the hour is, when 
truth should be spoken in these Halls, and that 
plainly. I declare then, as a fact which all finan- 
ciers will admit and no statesman dispute, that 
every day’s delay in the vigorous prosecution of 
this war, is pregnant with peril to the Republic. 

Sir, this is a war of the people. When Sumter 
fell, they became a unit. Party prejudices were 
scattered, personal hates forgotten. Roused by 
their wrongs, they proffered their strength and 
pledged all their resources to avenge an injustice 
which threatened to destroy the freest Govern- 
ment of earth. Manassas followed; a fearful re- 
verse, and seemingly a fatal defeat. But even that 
did not dash the spirit nor shake the purpose of 
the people. The balk of the moment, the blood 
and treasure lost, only deepened their determina- 
tion to crush out the conspiracy. Such unity, 
such ardor, such sacrifices, the world has rarely 
or never witnessed. 

Sir, let me not be misunderstood in this matter 
of delay. My confidence in the Administration 
will not permit me for a moment, seriously to en- 
tertain the injurious suspicion that this Army we 
have created—so admirable in spirit and disci- 
pline, so complete in all its appointments—this 
magnificent organization, to which the country 
has contributed its choicest spirits, and on which 
it has lavished untold millions of treasure—is des- 
tined, without one decisive blow struck, to a liv- 
ing burial in the inglorious obscurity of winter 
quarters! But should this confidence prove to be 
misplaced—should this fatal policy of inaction 
seize upon the energies of our rulers, I feel, l 
know, that the public announcement of the fact 
will be as the fire-bell at midnight. Dismay and 
confusion will follow; and the evils of anarchy 
may interpose new and fearful obstacles to the 
restoration of that Government whose chief peri! 
must always result from the loss of confidence on 
the part of the people. : 

Fortunately, the people are as intelligent as they 
are patriotic. They do not require impossibilities, 
nor insist upon premature action. And thus we 
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are brought oe cnneiaeenines of the questions | 

r strength and preparation. aay 
% warteer Army inactive ? Will it be answered | 
that it is still deficient in discipline? That reply | 
would be as unjust as It 1s illogical. Ours is an 
army of volunteers, Who must not be judged by 
the rules applied to regulars. You cannot drill it 
into that mere machine which martinets consider 
the perfection of efficiency. The citizen-soldier is 
an individual; noamount of discipline can destroy 
his individuality. Four months of industrious | 
drill is ample time to prepare such troops for 
effective service. Prolonged inactivity will finally 
discourage his zeal. The prospect of action must 
be ever present as an incentive. Inaction Is the 
bane of the volunteer. 

These opinions I express with confidence, for 
I have had a large personal experience In the 
management of volunteer soldiers. The training 


of two distinct regiments during the Mexican war, | 


with subsequent labors in Kansas, and the cam- 
paigns of the last spring and summer In Missouri, 


have given me a practical knowledge on this sub- | 


ject entitled to consideration. 


The regiments that fought and won the battle 


of Buena Vista, were not as well provided as the 


army of the Potomac, and not betterdrilled. Sir, 
I have witnessed the drill of that Army; and I | 
am satisfied that it has reached the maximum | 


of discipline attainable by volunteers, and that 
every day of inaction now, tends to its demoral- 
ization. 

While, also, as regards discipline, we are as 
fully prepared for action as we ever shall be, we 
have the advantage of superiority, in that respect, 
to the enemy. Every unprejudiced observer dur- 
ing the Mexican war, will testify that the regi- 
ments from the North, in the excellence of their 
drill, far exceeded those from the States now in 
rebellion. Our opponents are formidable, only 
when their individuality can be shown while fight- 
ing under cover—as at Manassas, Springfield, and 

3all’s Bluff. Operating in mass, on the op®n field, 
we can always conquer; as at Dry Wood, where 
four hundred Kansas troops checked and drove 
back ten thousand rebels. And of these facts, 
the confederates are themselves fully aware. Re- 
cently, at Spring River, eight hundred Kansas 


troops encountered six thousand rebels, covered || 


by that stream and.six miles of timber. This hand- 


ful of heroic men offered a fight on the open prairie, || 
which was declined by the enemy; either because | 


they expected us to repeat the folly of attacking 
them in their timber-stronghold, or feared a defeat 


without its protection. It will require on our part, | 


rapidity of movement and boldness of strategy to 
foree them into a battle on the open field. 

So much for efficiency. That heroic veteran, 
the late Lieutenant General uf the Army, now 
forced by age and infirmity into a retirement made 
glorious by the memories of a long life of patriot- 
ism and triumph, announced the fact that the ides 


of October would see his columns prepared to | 


move. Hence, it is impossible not to believe that 
they are by this time, complete in arms, equip- 
ment, means of transportation, and every other 
physical appliance of service. 

Why, then, do they tarry? If Napoleon with 
sixty thousand undisciplined recruits, scaling the 
frozen fastnesses of the Alps, and avoiding their 
hostile fortifications, could, in five weeks, reach 
the plains of Lombardy, pierce the Austrian lines, 
and annihilate the army of Melas, a hundred and 
twenty thousand strong, on the field of Marengo, 


thereby emancipating the whole of Italy, shall it 
be said t 


and, penetrating to the heart of the rebellion, strike 
in detail their armies, inferior to our own in num- 
bers, arms, ter gen discipline, and all that 
constitutes the trde soldier, and stretehed along a 


line of over two thousand miles in extent—de- | 


stroying the heterogeneous hosts as we go, or 
scattering them in consternation, and restore to 
the rule of the Republic those fair regions now 
cursed by a usurpation more intolerable than that 
of the Austrian,and which holds in bonds of ter- 
ror even those wretched men who are committed 
toits support? Mr. President, todoubtour ability, 
is disgraceful ! ; 
Let it not be said that the snows of winter are 
upon us. If Washington could march his bare- 
footed soldiers over the frozen roads of New Jer- 
sey, their footsteps marked with blood, and, in 





es hat we cannot surmount the hills of Vir- || 
ginia and Kentucky, in spite of their defenses, | 
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| the middle of winter, cross the Delaware, filled with 
floating ice, can we not, at the same season, move | 
| our well-clad legions towards the mild valleys of 
' the South, to reéstablish that freedom which their 
| sufferings secured ? 

Will you wait till spring, when the roads, if 
ever, will become impassable? or till our troops 
shall have been decimated by the diseases of sum- | 

j} mer? No. Clear this war of the doubts that sur- | 
round its purpose; give to the volunteer a battle | 
ery; cherish that enthusiasm which is indispens- 
able to success, and which nerved the conscripts 
of Napoleon to the achievement of victory without 
| reference to disparity of numbers. See that your 
| volunteers are not thrown upon artillery without 
reparation; they must see the guns, count them, 
rear the whistle of their balls, and thus prepared, | 
| no strength of fortifications can resist them; they | 
are the most effective troops on earth. He who | 
doubts this, or underrates them in comparison 
with others, knows but little of their energy of 
purpose, and their devotion to their country and 
their flag. Where such another victory ever 
gained upon the open field as that of Suede Week eT 
Twenty thousand well-disciplined troops, amply | 
supplied with artillery, overthrown by forty-six 
hundred ragged American volunteers. Those who 
witnessed that conflict, well know how to appre- 
ciate the indomitable fighting qualities of troops 
like ours. 

The occupation of the rebel States by our Army 
is a military necessity. I laugh to scorn the policy 
of wooing back the traitors to their allegiance by 
seizing and holding unimportant points in those 
States. Every invitation extended to them in kind- 
ness, is an encouragement to stronger resistance. 
The exhausting policy is a failure; so long as they 
have four million slaves to feed them, so long will 
| this rebellion be sustained. My word for it, sir, 
long before they reach the point of exhaustion, 
the people of this country will lose confidence in 
their rulers. And itis unreasonable to expect the 
loyal citizens of the rebel States to manifest their 
desire to return to their allegiance, while their 
homes and families are in the power of their op- 
pressors. Did the Italians welcome Napoleon tll 
he had expelled their tyrants, and thereby proved | 
| his ability to protect them? So with the people 
of the disloyal States; march your armies there; 
engage and scatter the forces of the enemy; whip | 
somebody; evidence your ability to protect the 
loyal citizens, their homes and families; and then, || 
and not till then, will they rally to your standard | 
by thousands and tens of thousands. 

I have alluded, Mr. President, to the slave pop- 
ulation of the rebel States. It is claimed by the 
|| friends of slavery that the institution is a source 
of military strength. The slaves are made not || 
| only to feed and clothe their oppressors, but to 
build fortifications for their defense; and even in | 
some cases to bear arms in their service. The | 
slaveholders are right—and they are wrong; the | 
institution is an element of strength, but only 
| while it exists. Withdraw that element, and this | 

rebellion falls of its own weight. The masters 
| will not work, and they must eat. Now, they 
are fighting to retain their slaves, exposing their || 
lives and the livesof theirsons. Suppose we had 
their slaves; to what lengths would they not go in 
an opposite direction, inthe hope to recover them ? 
They would bow down in dutiful submission, even 
to Abraham Lincoln himself. In my opinion, the | 
obtaining possession of those slaves by the Gov- 
ernment would be more effective in crushing out 





of every ounce of ammunition they possess. As 
| the fear of losing their slaves is now the incen- 
tive to war, so would then the desire for their re- | 
covery, be the inducement for peace. March your 
armies into the heart of their confederacy; win 
one victory; oppose kindness to cruelty; and as 
the peasantry of France rallied to the standard of 
Napoleon on his return from Elba, so will the 
slaves, with one impulse, flock to ours. The gen- 
eral who commands that army, will be received 
| with the same acclaim as was Bonaparte; they 
will hail him as their liberator and friend, and by 
their very numbers will secure safety to his army. 
No trouble, then, in obtaining information of the 
enemy’s operations. Interested in our success— 
grateful as they will be faithful—every movement 
willinstantly be reported, endangering their cham- 
pions and protectors. Peace will be restored, and 
the cause of the war removed; and then, in these 


i} 


|| has committed one grand mistake. 
| stitution of the United States he is made the Com 


the rebellion, than the seizure, if it could be made, || 








halls, in the interests of humanity and e united 
country, we can deliberate and do justice. 
Mr. President, in my opinion the policy of for- 


| tifications should be discarded. A capital depe nd- 


ent on such protection, is not worth preserving; 
the only sufficient bulwark for its defense, is formed 
by the to yal breasts of our citizen soldiery. Think 
no more of barracks for winter quarters; our troops 
do not desire them. Cheat yourself no longer with 
the delusive idea that your camps are still schools 
of instruction; henceforward, your lessons must 


| be taughtin the field. Advance rapidly, and strike 


boldly. The country is favorable; the climate 
invites; the cause demands. Advance, and all is 
accomplished; the Government is saved, and free- 


| dom is triumphant. 


Mr.CARLILE,. Mr. President, Limagine that 
the Senate is convinced, and the country will be 
when the speech of the Senator from Kansas goes 
before it, that the President of the United States 
By the Con- 


mander-in-Chief of ourarmies, and he selects the 
individual who is to conduct their movements tn 
the field. The mistake he has committed has been 


| in not selecting the Senator from Kansas as that 


commander. 

Sir, it is easy for gentlemen in their rooms and 
upon the carpeted floors of Congress to criticise 
military movements; but I think, at a time like 


| this, when the maintenance of the Constitution 


and the integrity of the Union depend upon the 
manner in which our military operations are to 
be conducted, it is enough for us to know that 
these operations are confided by the Constitution 


| of the country, and by Congress, in the hands of 


men in whom we have confidence. 

Sir, I have no military experience; but there is 
one view that does press heavily upon my mind 
in opposition to the theory advanced by the Sen- 
ator from Kansas, and I think it will be acknowl- 
edged to be common sense, if not military sense: 
where the advantages of a victory would not be 
equal to the disastrous consequences resulting 


‘| from a defeat, we should hesitate long before we 


give battle. I donot believe that we are in a con- 
dition to stand another defeat on the Potomac; 
and I believe that if we be defeated there again, 
the consequences of that defeat will be more dis- 
astrous to the country than any benefits that are 


| likely to result from a victory that we might ob- 


tain by an in¥patient, onward movement. | am 
willing, and I believe the great body of the loyal 


| people of this country, not only in the seceded 


States but throughout the Union, are willing to 
rely confidently upon the wisdom and discretion 


| of the executive power, and to wait until they 


are ready to move. 

But, sir, I was surprised to hear from the Sen- 
ator that twenty million of loyal people are un- 
able to contend with five million in rebellion— 
counting all the whites that are in the rebellious 
States—without liberating the four million slaves 
that are in the slaveholding States. Sir, that is 
a confession of weakness that I am unwilling to 
make. We have been unaccustomed to language 
like this. It now comes from the same gentlemen 


|| who told us a year or two ago that the four mil- , 


lion slaves were an element of weakness to the 


| slaveholding States; the same gentlemen who 


laughed at a threatened dissolution of the Union; 

the same gentlemen who held up to their people 
| that it was a bugbear and a scare-crow, and who 
} announced to the country that ‘* the South could 

not be kicked out of the Union.” Sir, I distrusted 

them then; I distrust them now when they tell a 
| different story. 1 trust that there will be wisdom 
and patriotism enough, not alone in the Congress 
of the nation, but throughout the country, to know 
| that, constitutionally speaking, this is not a war 
in which we are engaged. When you make war 
upon a people, you make war upon the whole of 
that people, and do not pretend to discriminate 
between the innocent and the guilty. This is an 
effort on the part of the Federal Government to 
suppress insurrection, to put down rebellion; and 
while it is your duty to put down the rebels, it is 
equally your duty to protect the innocent and un- 
offending citizens, and you cannot wage an indis- 
criminate war against the people of these States 
without trampling under foot the solemn obliga- 
tions of that Constitution which binds this Union 
together. 


i| Sir, I have no prepared speech to deliver to the 
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precious moments consumed in slavery agitation 
in thi y. May we notre asonably charge to 
this unwat ted agitation of a subject which is 
beyond the jurisdiction of the Congress of thé 
United States, if it regards its constitutional obli- 
gations, the very troubles that now stare us in the 
fuce? ‘l’o the existence of an institution solemnly 
protected and guarded by the authors of the Con- 
sutution, gentlemen would attribute the wicked 
conspiracy that has culminated in this most stu- 


pendous rebellion. It is a charge reflecting upon 
the wisdom and the patriotism of the founders of 
the Government. This rebellion has its origin in 
motives beyond, outside of the question of sla- 


very. That has been used, I grant you, as the 
pretext by the authors of the rebellion, in order 
to obtain the phys ul power necessary to enable 
them to attempt the accomplishment of their un- 
holy purposes; but it seems to me that it must 


strike every thinking mind that it is not the cause. 


If this is to be a war for the liberation of the 
slaves, it will not be a constitutional struggle for 
the maintenance of the Union and the rights of 
the people and of the States under it, but it would 
then be a war for tl overthrow of the Consti- 
tution; it would be an inhuman and an unholy 
crusade against American constitutional liberty. 
Convince the people of this country, aye the loyal 
people of Kansas—I would be willing to risk it 
; ' 


with them; I will take them any where—convince 
the loyal people of this « suntry that this is nota 
struggle for constitutional liberty, that it is not a 
strugele for the 
the Government, but that it is an effort to prosti- 
tute the powers of the Government for the purpose 
of destroying the rights of the people and of the 
States; depriving them of rights guarantied by a 
common Constitution, formed by a common an- 
cestry representing every s¢ ction of our common 
country; convert this struggle into such a war, 
and you will not only strike down every loyal man 
in the seceded and the slaveholding States, but, 
unless Lam very much deceived, you will see that 
army of ciuzen soldiery who marched at the coun- 
iry’s call to protect its integrity and to preserve it 
with ail its constitutional rights and to secure to 
the people all their constituuonal guarantees, dis- 
uppear. Yes, sir, when th fact comes home to 
them that they are to be changed (to use the lan- 
guage common among gentlemen, and which has 
been used in Congress) into an army of negro 


thieves, you will see that army disappear as rap- 


idly as snow melts away under the rays of a | 


south rn sun. 
Mr. President, what was the necessity, as al- 
leged by the conspirators, for this rebellion? It 


was charged that a party had been elevated to 


power, that a President had been « lected, for the 
purpose of making war upon the constitutional 
rights of the slaveholding States of this Union. 
If now you adopt the policy sought to be inau- 


gurated tin this Chamber, you confirm and estab- 
lish the truth of the charges made against you, 
and you compel a loyal and reluctant people, who 
up to this ume have disbelieved and denied these 
charges, to admit their truth, and you paralyze 
their arm and strike them down. After you have 
done this, where is the hope of a restored Union, 
and what would it be worth if you were to suc- 
ceed? Sir, we were assured, and an honest Pres- 
ident sull adheres to the assurance, that this was 
a struggle for the restoration of the Union. We 
placed confidence in his declaration, and the peo- 
ple whom [| r present severed all the ties of kin- 
dred and sociation and of section, because 


ot as 


we confided in his assurance and the assurance of 


S given at its last session, that this | 


this Congres 


Union formed by the founders of 


struggle was not to be prostituted into a war upon 


the rights of the States, that it was not to be used 
to rob and plunder the citizen; but that it was, as 
it was originally declared to be, an effort to put 
down wicked men who had banded themselves 


together, and used the power of the State govern- | 


ments, Which had been confided to them ina time 
of profound peace, against a people who had placed 
that power in their hands to be constitutionally 
exercised for the public good. Relieve that peo- 
ple from the terror inaugurated by these men, and 
disperse the armed rebels who are amongst them, 
and there afte loyal men enough everywhere Who 
vencrate and love the Constitution and the Union 
of their country, that will restore this Union of 
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Senate. I have sat here and have been mortified, 
) 


and my heart has su! k within me at seeing the 


States, that will bring it back to what it was before | 


the rebellion was inaugurated. Who can see any 
other mode of its restoration? if this Union is 
ever to be restored, it must be through the action 
of the loyal people in the seceded States. Theré 
is no other mode by which it can be done. I 
repeat, relieve them from the terrors inaugurated 
by the wicked conspirators in their midst, relieve 
them from the presence of armed rebels, and your 
Union will be speedily restored; but attempt the 
exercise of an unconstitutional power, by the lib- 
eration of their slaves, and you will strike down 
every loyal man in the slaveholding States, and 
not one will be left to tell the story of the Union. 

Mr. President, I am willing to trust to the 
President of the United States, who, as an honest 
patriot, told us in the beginning, and tells us now, 
that by virtue of his oath he must preserve, pro- 
tect, and defend the Constitution, and that that is 


GLOBE. 


| 


what he intends to do—nothing more, nothing | 


less. So far, sir, he has adhered to that declara- 
tion, and I have every confidence that he will con- 
tinue to adhere to the same line of constitutional 
policy, which an honest man must adhere to if he 
reads his constitutional obligations as they have 
been read in days that are past and gone, by the 
men who founded the Republic. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I desire to ask the 
Senator a question, if he will permit me. 

Mr. CARLILE. Certainly. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. * Do I understand the 
Senator from Virgini& to express the opinion that 
itis the constitutional duty of the Government 
to maintain the slaves of rebels, traitors in arms, 
and to restore them to their masters? 

Mr. CARLILE. Mr. President, my opinions 
as to what the duty of the Government is go just 
as far as constitutional obligation and no further. 
At the time of the adoption of that Constitution, 
twelve of the States of this Union were nominally 


slaveholding, and only one non-slavelolding; but, | 
in fact, there were but five or six really slave- | 


holding States. The authors of that instrument 
found it necessary to the formation of the Repub- 


lic that they should adapt themselves to the cir- || 


cumstances that surrounded them, and that that | 
Constitution would have to be whatall other sys- | 


tems of government founded on the will of the 
rcople must ever be, the subject of compromise. 
Vhile the slaveholding States did not desire to 


force their peculiar institution, as it has been | 
val] oS . ; 
called, upon the non-slaveholding, the non-slave- | 


holding States did not desire to enforce upon the 
slaveholding their views; but, for the sake of the 
interest of all, they did so far recognize the insti- 
tution as to solemnly pledge themselves (and here 
I believe it was a pledge of faith more in the na- 
ture of a treaty obligation than anything else) to 
deliver up every fugitive slave to the owner upon 
claim. Frankness requires me to say that I have 


had my doubts about the constitutionality of your | 


fugitive slave law; but it wasasolemn obligation, 
in my opinion, entered into by the people of the 
non-slaveholding States that they would, upon 
demand and claim, deliver to the citizen of the 
slaveholding State his fugitive slave that may 
have escaped. And while I would not affirm by 


resolution that it was the duty of the Army to de- | 
liver a fugitive slave to his owner, whether loyal | 


or rebel, | would not, on the other hand, affirm 
that it was not the duty of the Army. I regard 
our citizens who have enlisted“in the cause of 
their country as citizens still, and I hold it to be 
the duty of every good citizen, wherever he may 
be, to obey the laws of the land. 


| to the military. 
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I know no party but the party of the Union; 
cause but the cause of my country. I will assail 
no rights; I will attempt under no doubtful way 
power to abolish institutions secured by plain 
constitutional provisions; I will not go within the 
States for the purpose of despoiling them of prop- 
erty recognized and secured to them by acknowl- 
edged State authority. 

Mr. President, I would not even have said what 
I have—suggested by the remarks of the Senator 
from Kansas—if I had not felt more keenly and 
more deeply than Senators representing non- 
slaveholding States can feel the danger to be ap- 
prehended not alone to the slaveholding States, 
but to the existence of the Union by such argu- 
ments and such appeals. Sir, I have periled all, 
all. You, who have not been called upon to pass 
through what the loyal people of the slavehold- 
ing States have to pass through, cannot realize 
what it is to separate from friends, from kindred, 
from section, from all early and dear associa- 
tions. But, sir, the path of duty was on one 
hand, feeling on the other. I did not hesitate. | 
took my stand; and if gentlemen would but talk 
to their constituents who have—pardon me, I use 


ne 


| is in no offensive sense—crazy notions on this sub- 


ject, if they would but risk one tithe as much as 


the loyal people in the slaveholding States have 


to risk for this Union, to correct public opinion, 
and to place before them their duty as citizens of 
a common country, we would have an era of good 
feeling that would bring peace to every quarter of 
a distracted country. 

Sir, 1 do not desire to occupy the attention of 
the Senate on this topic; but let me ask, has it 
ever entered into the minds of these gentlemen 
what are you to do with them, supposing you 
have these four million slaves? Are not the slaves 
already thrown upon our hands an element of 
weakness? What are you to do with four million 
of them? No one suggests, or at least 1 have not 
heard it suggested, that they should arbitrarily, 


| and ag&inst their will, be sent out of this country. 


If you were to dothat, would that be giving them 
freedom? Would it not be barbarous, in defiance: 
of their solemn protest, to transfer them to another 
and different land from that which gave them 
birth? Already, I say, the few thousands that 
haye been thrown upon our military prove to be 
an element of weakness. How, then, are you to 
prosecute the rebellion with four million of the: 
upon your hands? 

3ut even ‘admitting all that you claim, how i 
any discussion on this subject to effect your pur- 


| poses now? The laws already upon your stati 


book are dead letters in the seceded States. You 
cannotenforce them until you have brought th 
States back, until they are again subject to tli 
laws, acknowledging their obligation, and 
power is in the hands of the executive authorities 
of the land to enforce and execute them. Let us, 
then, if this subject has to be discussed, postp: 

it toa period when you can enforce your laws 
You are liberating slaves already wherever your 
Army has gone. That is a question that I leav 
It is purely a military question 
what disposition shall be made of them. [I lea 
it with them; and if these people who have cu- 
gaged in this unholy conspiracy without any jus- 


|| tifiable cause, with no reason on earth, to over- 


Mr. President, from the hour that we took our || 


seats here—met here, as | had supposed, to aid, by 
such constitutional legislation as the exigencies 
of the country required, the executive authori- 


| ties in restoring peace to a distracted people—we 


| resenting non-slaveholding constituencies, are en- | 
gaged in plotting for party success, although it | 


have been deluged with anti-slavery resolutions 
s ’ 


and compelled to listen to anti-slavery speeches. | 


Instead of coming up as one man from every por- 
tion of the loyal Republic to aid it in this its death 
struggle, we seem to have met here as partisans 
and sectionalists. Nightly party caucuses are 
called, where Senators and Representatives, rep- 


may be over the prostrate body of a ruined coun- 
try. Common humanity, to say nothing of patri- 
ousm, would have suggested that, in the midst of 
the scenes by which we are surrounded, the croak- 


ing voice of party should have been hushed, Sir, | 


|| Government with it. 
| session of a larger portion of the seceded territory 
| than you now have; until you have a spot where 


throw a Government that has conferred nothing 
but blessings upon its people; that has protected 
them in all their rights as no other Government 
ever protected a people before—if they, by their 


conduct, lose their slaves, itis not my fault. They 


cannot charge me with it, norcan they charge the 
Then, until you have pos- 


you can enforce and execute your laws, go on as 
you have gone; let this thing alone; do not attempt 
to throw obstacles in our way, and increase tle 
difficulties that beset us of the loyal States now, 
and that beset our armies, until you can give force 
and efficacy to any law that you may make. | 

If weareever to have peace—permanent, lasting 
peace—the people must retire from these halls 
slavery agitators. This Capitol must be relicv d 
of those who, blinded by fanaticism and influ- 
enced by hate, would have no restored Union; 
but would subjugate, conquer, and destroy. 

Sir, I will not detain the Senate longer. 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. President, it is apparent 
that the discussion on this resolution is likely ‘0 
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